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Penstemon  

Spotlight 
Penstemon janishiae 

Antelope Valley Beardtongue 

Name & History:  

Penstemon janishiae was named in honor of Jeanne Russell 

Janish, a 20
th

 century botanical and paleontological illustrator. She 

produced numerous pencil drawings of flora from China and the 

southwestern US. The species was first described by Noel H. 

Holmgren in 1979 from samples he and his wife Patricia collected 

in 1978 from Antelope Valley, 26 miles west of Eureka, Nevada.  

Taxonomy: 

Subgenus: Penstemon 

     Section: Cristati 

Taxonomic Description: 

Penstemon janishiae is a perennial herb with well-developed basal 

leaves growing primarily from sterile stems. Flowering stems, one 

to several, ascend from a woody caudex and grow to a height of 

0.8 to 2 dm (3 to 8 in) tall. Leaves and stems are retrorsely 

puberulent.  

Leaves: Leaves are basal and cauline. Margins can be either entire 

or toothed toward the apex. Basal and lower cauline leaves are 

oblanceolate and petiolate, while the upper ones are lanceolate and 

sessile. Leaf length is 3 to 6 cm (1.2 to 2.4 in) and width 3 to 10 

mm (0.1 to 0.4). 

Inflorescence: The inflorescence is leafy and not secund.  Flowers 
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are arranged in 2 or 3 verticillasters. Cymes are 2-to 4-flowered. 

Peduncles and pedicels within the inflorescence are glandular-

pubescent. 

 

 

Calyx: Segments are glandular-pubescent, lanceolate-acute, 6 to 10 

mm (0.2 to 0.4 in) long at anthesis and up to 13 mm (0.5 in) in 
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fruit. Segment edges are scarious near the tips. 

Flowers: Corollas are dull purple, violet, or pink. Length is 18 to 

28 mm (0.7 to 1.1 in) long. Corolla is broadly ampliate, strongly 

bilabiate, with deep clefts between the upper and lower petals. The 

corolla surface is glandular-pubescent externally with the palate 

white- to yellow-bearded.   

Anthers: Anther sacs are 1.0 to 1.2 mm (0.04 to 0.05 in) long, 

glabrous, and cream to blue in color. They dehisce full length and 

become explanate.   

Staminode: The staminode is densely orange-bearded, 

conspicuously excluded, and coiled/reflexed at the tip.  

Seed capsule: Ovoid, acuminate, 7 to 11 mm (0.3 to 0.4 in) long.  

Non-Technical Description: 

Penstemon janishiae is a compact perennial herb with leafy 

appearance resulting from foliage that both forms basal tufts and 

emerge throughout the plant and into the inflorescence. Mature 

plants are typically 6 to 8 inches (15 to 20 cm) tall. The grayish 

foliage is covered with dense, short, backward-facing hairs. Leaves 

are fairly narrowly and lance- or spoon-shaped. 

Flower shape is one of the unique features of this species. The 

corolla is distinctly inflated with a deep cleft separating the upper 

three lobes from the lower two. The visual effect is of a gaping 

mouth.  

Flowers are medium to large in size and vary in color from dusky 

purple to violet and pink. The corolla has a tuft of yellowish hairs 

on the lower, inside surface. The flowers radiate around the stem 

and do not appear “one-sided” and tend to face upward. Most parts 

of the inflorescence are covered with sticky hairs. 

The staminode of Penstemon janishiae is large, flattened, visibly 

extends from the mouth of the corolla, and is tipped with yellow-

orange hairs. The tip of the staminode is distinctly coiled in a 

downward direction. 
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Period of Bloom: 

Penstemon janishiae blooms for 3 to 5 weeks from late May into 

June. 

Origin:  

Penstemon janishiae is sparsely distributed over a significant 

portion of the Great Basin. Habitats are geographically limited and 

include sites in southwestern 

Idaho, southeastern Oregon, 

northeastern California, and 

across much of Nevada.    

Habitat: 

Found primarily on heavy, 

clay soil, tuffaceous, or sandy 

soils, Penstemon janishiae 

grows in sparsely vegetated 

sagebrush and pinyon/juniper 

communities. Habitat 

elevations range from 1,280 to 

2,260 m (4,200 to 7,400 ft). 

Common plant companions 

include sagebrush, rabbitbrush, saltbush, shadscale, juniper, 

buckwheats, purple sage, and grasses.  

Where to See It:  

Penstemon janishiae can be easily accessed within the Owyhee 

Front in Idaho (including a site near Reynolds Creek visited by 

APS members during a 2013 annual meeting), but is considered 

sensitive in this area and coordinates are withheld for protective 

purposes. View Penstemon janishiae in eastern Oregon near the 

town of Vale. From the center of town, proceed east on Highway 

26 then turn north on Halliday Road. Travel north 4.4 miles, just 

beyond the cultivated land where plants can be found on the slope 

to the west of the road (coordinates: 44.0455 N, 117.1428 W). In 

Nevada, you can drive to Penstemon janishiae south of Elko. 
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Travel southwest on Nevada Hwy 227 and turn right on Nevada 

Hwy 228 (Old Harrison Pass Road). Go 30 miles and turn right 

onto the Old Nevada Hwy 228 (gravel road). Travel south 3.9 

miles and turn right on an unmaintained road. Proceed west 1.7 

miles (approximate coordinates: 40.3233 N, 115.6977 W). 

Culture: 

Penstemon janishiae is rare in cultivation. This species is best 

suited for planting in a dry rock garden and requires very good 

drainage to persist. Seed is difficult to germinate and requires 8 to 

12 weeks of stratification. Seed is occasionally available from the 

American Penstemon Society seed exchange. 

Conservation Status: 

Global conservation status for Penstemon janishiae is G4 

(uncommon but apparently secure). The species is listed as 

sensitive in Idaho (S2) and California (S1) were distribution is very 

limited.  

Sources: 

Cronquist, A., A. H. Holmgren, N. H. Holmgren, J. L. Reveal, and P. K. 

Holmgren. 1984. Intermountain Flora: Vascular plants of the 

Intermountain West, Volume 4. New York Botanical Garden Press. 

Lindgren, D. and E. Wilde. 2003. Growing Penstemons: Species, 

Cultivars, and Hybrids. Infinity Publishing, Haverford, Pennsylvania. 

Lodewick, K. and R. Lodewick. 1991. Penstemon Notes. American 

Penstemon Society, Eugene, OR. 

NatureServe. Accessed 12 January 2017. IP Address: 

http://www.natureserve.org/. 

Strickler, D. 1997. Northwest Penstemons. Flower Press, Columbia Falls, 

MT. 

  

Penstemon Spotlight is authored by: 

Dr. Stephen Love, University of Idaho 

Photos courtesy of Beth Corbin and Gary Monroe 

http://www.natureserve.org/
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Figure 1. A partially planted bed of penstemons 

adjacent to the Los Alamos Nature Center. 

Jemez Mountains in background. 

Los Alamos Nature Center 

Penstemon Garden and Breeding 

Program 

Larry Deaven, Volunteer 

Los Alamos Nature Center, Los Alamos, NM 

Constructed on the edge of a deep canyon with a panoramic view 

of the Jemez Mountains, the location of the Los Alamos Nature 

Center is a 

stunningly 

beautiful 

setting. It is 

also situated 

in ideal 

penstemon 

habitat. Los 

Alamos 

County is 

located on a 

series of 

mesas 

projecting 

from the 

Jemez 

Mountains in north central New Mexico. The elevation varies from 

7,000 to 8,000 feet, and the average annual rainfall is 

approximately 18 inches. The average minimum temperature in 

January is 18ºF, and the average temperature in July is 81ºF. The 

local soils are derived from tuff deposited by an ancient volcano 

and range in pH from alkaline to slightly acidic. These conditions 

provide a suitable habitat for the vast majority of the penstemon 

species. 
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The grounds of the Nature Center are flat in some places, with 

steep slopes in others. Portions of the grounds are in full sun while 

others are in partial shade. During the winter months, the flat, 

exposed areas of the site are often open, while some of the shaded, 

sloping areas have snow cover. Some areas receive supplemental 

moisture from roof drainage, while others do not. These various 

conditions of moisture, shade, exposure, and slope create mini-

habitats to 

allow alpine, 

coniferous 

forest, and 

desert 

penstemons 

to coexist in 

close 

proximity. 

Penstemon 

garden 

construction 

began by 

covering the 

native soil 

on the Nature Center site with 2-4 inches of Santa Fe Brown 

crusher fines. Eroded, lichen-covered sandstone rocks were 

randomly distributed entrenched into the surface of the flat areas or 

inserted into slots dug into the face of the sloping areas. Attempts 

were made to simulate the natural surfaces of the mesa tops in 

north central New Mexico. Informal flagstone paths were 

constructed to allow access to the interior portions of the planting 

beds and to encourage visitors not to trample the newly planted 

areas. 

Seeds were obtained from commercial (Alplains; Hardyplants, 

Plant World Seeds) and public (APS and North American Rock 

Garden Society seed exchanges) sources as well as from personal 

Figure 2. The Los Alamos Nature Center with 

two beds of penstemons. 
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 collections. Attempts were made to germinate all seeds between 

sheets of damp paper towel in plastic petri dishes at 42ºF. In a few 

cases, seeds 

were also 

germinated 

in petri 

dishes at 

70ºF. After 

the seeds 

germinated, 

they were 

planted in 

Jiffy 7 peat 

pots, one to 

five seeds 

per pot. 

When the 

seedlings 

had three to 

five pairs of true leaves, the Jiffy 7 pots were broken into subunits 

containing a single plant. Each individual plant was then placed in 

a 2.5 by 2.5 inch plastic pot. Several potting mixes were used. The 

most successful one was equal parts of barkwood compost-based 

potting soil, Miracle-gro potting mix, perlite, crusher fines, and 

lava sand. After a few weeks of growth under lights in the 2.5 inch 

pots, the plants were hardened outside and planted in the 

penstemon garden. 

Soil at the planting sites was not amended with organic material, 

but crusher fines were mixed in each planting hole according to the 

perceived requirements of each species. For example, for desert 

species the soil was mixed with approximately 50% crusher fines 

whereas woodland species were planted in soil without any 

deliberate mixing with crusher fines. After planting, each seedling 

was watered with a dilute solution of Miracle Grow Tomato 

Fertilizer (0.5 tbsp/gal). 

Figure 3. One year old Penstemon grandiflorus 

‘War Axe’ plants. 
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Germination was attempted on 149 batches of seed. Of these, 137 

were successful (20% or more seeds germinated). Many of these 

batches consisted of 50 seeds; however, due to the small number of 

seeds available from some seed exchange samples, some batches 

had 10 or even fewer seeds. Currently, the penstemon garden has 

approximately 1,400 plants representing 65 species, 6 subspecies, 

9 hybrids, and 20+ color forms. For most species or cultivars 5-15 

individual plants were planted, but in a few cases (usually when 

only a few seeds were available for germination) only a single 

plant was available to represent a species. In several other cases a 

larger number (50-75) of plants of a single species or cultivar were 

planted in the garden. 

The special projects grant application included several proposals 

for hybridization work. These included hybridizations between 

northern New Mexico P. virgatus populations and those found in 

Colorado, hybridizations between some local P. barbatus plants 

and existing P. barbatus hybrids, and some studies on genetic 

involvement in longevity in P. grandiflorus plants. A few crosses 

between our local P. barbatus plants and a cultivar called 

‘Rubycunda’ were made this summer, but the resulting seed pods 

did not mature before our first hard frost. It was not possible to 

complete most of the hybridization proposals during the first year 

of the special project because the necessary parental plants were 

not available. Many of these plants are now present in the garden. 

They will bloom in the coming season, making it possible to begin 

this work. 

A few individuals from 16 species were planted in 2015 to 

determine if the soils around the Nature Center were suitable for a 

large penstemon garden. These plants performed remarkably well, 

and a few pictures taken during the spring bloom in 2016 are 

included. In late summer and fall of 2016, flowers were also 

present on first year plants of five species and eight hybrid 

cultivars. Some of these are also pictured.  
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A spectacular bloom is expected in the Los Alamos Nature Center 

Penstemon Garden in 2017. Plan to visit this new public 

penstemon garden! 

  

Figure 4. One year old Penstemon virgatus grown 

from seeds collected locally. 
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Figure 5. Six month old Penstemon euglaucus 

plants. 
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Maintaining a Large Penstemon 

Collection in a Public Garden 
Mike Kintgen 

Denver Botanic Garden, Denver, Colorado 

We all love penstemons and the spectacular burst of color they 

provide gardens cannot be overlooked, especially in western 

gardens. Few plants offer so much for so little if properly situated 

in the garden. The only drawback is many penstemons can be 

short-lived - a flash in the pan - blooming spectacularly for one, 

two or, maybe three years and then expiring. So how does an 

institution like Denver Botanic Gardens attempt to keep a large 

collection of penstemons in a collection of 9,000+ species in 18 

heavily cultivated acres of living plants and limited staffing? 

Below are some tips that have worked for us and hopefully might 

work for you in either a private garden or public garden. 

Here is a list of strategies we have employed at Denver Botanic 

Garden: 

 New gardens 

 Troughs 

 Crevice gardens 

 Planting longer lived species 

 Different Soil mixes for different species 

 Direct sowing into new areas 

Create new gardens and renovate old gardens: 

Many of the shorter-lived penstemons are early successional 

species in the wild and thrive on disturbance and limited 

competition. As Panayoti Kelaidis, our long time guru and Senior 

Curator told me early on, nothing grows penstemons like a new 

garden. They seem to thrive in loose, aerated, nutrient rich soil. As 

luck would have it, Denver Botanic Garden is 10 years into a 

major capital campaign with numerous new gardens and constant 

disturbance. This has played out well for our Penstemon collection. 
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The Mordecai Children’s garden (built in 2010) showcases 

Colorado’s ecosystems, organized in order of descending elevation 

from alpine to plains. The penstemons in the garden have provided 

spectacular displays for six seasons. As the garden matures the 

species composition is changing. 

 

 

Various other gardens have been built with a minor component of 

Penstemon species and overall they have thrived in these gardens. 

The new Steppe Garden (showcasing the four steppe regions of the 

world: Eurasia, N America, Patagonia and South Africa) built in 

2016, will provide yet another prime area for penstemons. 

Getting the best out of the Rock Alpine Garden, an older 

established garden with the lion’s share of Penstemon species has 

proven frustrating in my tenure here at Denver Botanic Garden. 

Many species last only a season or so or fail to reach their full 

potential when planted into established beds. In new beds I built 

when landscaping my home in Denver I was amazed at how the 

penstemons jumped out of the ground. This and several other 

Masses of penstemons in the alpine section of the 

Mordecai Children’s Garden at Denver Botanic Garden. 
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factors gave me the idea to renovate several areas of the Rock 

Alpine Garden and to replace some with spots with crevice gardens 

and new berms. Penstemon species have thrived in these new areas 

and put on quite a spectacle. Many have still been short-lived only 

giving 2 to 5 seasons before declining - it seems to be the nature of 

the beast. To combat the problem of short life span, we have 

implemented continual renovations each season to keep a rotating 

series of new areas for plants that like disturbance. This strategy 

has helped keep the shorter-lived Penstemon species as a major 

part of our displays. 

While creating new beds is a ton of work we feel it has really 

helped us keep early successional species, from many species and 

genera, including Penstemon, happy at Denver Botanic Garden. 

The added benefit of this practice is that it keeps the public coming 

back to see what we are up to. 

 

 

Penstemon yampaensis in a trough at the Denver 

Botanic Garden. 
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Troughs and containers 

By planting a new trough or refurbishing an existing one, a 

gardener can essentially recreate the new garden phenomenon. 

Troughs have addition benefits. One is the ability to cultivate many 

of the smaller dry land species. Not only can we customize the 

growing media in a trough but we can more easily control 

irrigation. Additionally, planting in troughs elevates the plants and 

makes them easier to admire and also to isolate them from the 

bigger plants in the rest of the garden. Species like Penstemon 

cleuburnei, P. eriatheris, P. laricifolius, P. hallii, P. nitidus and 

many others have lived much longer then their counterparts in the 

traditional rock gardens. Planting in troughs is the only way I have 

had success with P. acualis and P. yampaensis. Penstemon 

utahensis has also lasted much longer in a trough than in the 

ground even though it could be considered by some to be too large 

for a trough. Planting in troughs, along with garden renovation 

have helped us keep this important group of western plants 

thriving. Try planting penstemons in a trough - you might be 

surprised. 

Plant longer-lived species 

Planting longer-lived species is perhaps one of the best ways to 

keep a large and diverse collection of penstemons. This practice 

will allow you to have penstemons even when you are not thinking 

about Penstemon. Choice of species will vary with region and 

presented here is just a short list of what is long-lived in Denver. 

The species described below have proven to be rather long-lived 

on the native heavy clay soil, lasting more than 5 years and 

producing spectacular displays each year. Other species have 

proven to be long-lived in green roof media in the Children’s 

Garden and Denver Botanic Garden. 

 Penstemon brandegeei 

 Penstemon confertus 

 Penstemon digitalis *needs supplemental water 
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 Penstemon fruticosus *best with winter shade due to our 

sunny open winters 

 Penstemon glaber 

 Penstemon pinifolius 

 Penstemon pseudospectabilis 

 Penstemon rostriflorus 

 Penstemon secundiflorus 

 Penstemon strictus 

 Penstemon virens 

 

 

Plant for your climate 

Nothing works better than cooperating with Mother Nature. 

Growing species adapted to your climate is a sure way to make 

sure you can have a large penstemon collection without exhausting 

yourself. This is easer said in places like the Western US or other 

parts of the world with semi-arid climates. At Denver Botanic 

Garden, we do not grow many of the tender species from low 

Penstemon brandeegei, a long-lived species, six years after 

planting in the Denver Botanic Garden. 
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elevation California, Arizona or Mexico. Likewise, we do not do 

well with many of the large showy cultivars developed in England. 

We add extra irrigation and easily grow many species from the 

Midwest and east that like more water; however, these species will 

often die if they are grown without supplemental water. Most of 

the western natives thrive without supplemental water and take our 

wacky weather in stride.   

Soils 

Given that penstemons are spread over a wide variety of habitats 

throughout North America it is not surprising that different species 

may require different soils. We are accustomed to creating 

different soil mixes to satisfy the needs of a wide variety of plants 

at Denver Botanic Garden. It can be a rather labor intensive but is 

sure-fire way to ensure plants are in an environment they prefer. 

Here are a few of the soil mixes that work for us: 

 

 

  

Penstemons in the alpine section of the Mordecai 

Children’s Garden at Denver Botanic Garden, growing in 

amended soils. 
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Standard Rock Garden mix: One of the most successful soil mixes 

we employ is a well-drained standard rock garden mixture of 1/3 

loam, 1/3 compost and 1/3 small gravel for drainage. This mix 

suits a wide variety of plant material and many penstemons will 

literally leap out of the starting gates in this mix, bloom 

spectacularly and then croak. Other species like those listed above 

can live in this media for several to many seasons. This has been a 

good mix to use for species from the middle elevations of the west. 

It can be too rich for the true steppe and alpine-loving species. 

Clay: Often considered a bane to most gardeners, clay in certain 

regions of the world can be great for growing penstemons, 

especially in arid to semi-arid regions. Our native soils, which tend 

to be well-drained heavy clays, can grow some species very well. 

Certain penstemon species will live from several to many years in 

these soils, especially if they are not overwatered or in many cases 

ever watered. 

Greenroof Mix: One of the best mixes we have used is a 

“Greenroof” product. This mixture consists of expanded shale 

(expanded shale is a product with expanded air spaces that consists 

of crushed shale (sedimentary rock) that is heated to 2,000°F in a 

rotary kiln) or Turface® (a calcine clay product that is heated to 

1,500 ° F). These artificial expanded shale or clay elements are 

mixed with compost and bark fines. Greenroof mixes are used to 

limit weight loads on green roofs. In our gardens, a Greenroof mix 

ahs proven adequate to support many difficult-to-grow species 

since 2010 when first installed in the Mordecai children‘s Garden 

alpine section, a part of which is a green roof over our new parking 

structure. As organic matter slowly decomposes out of the 

Greenroof mix and compacts slightly it has been interesting to 

watch the species spectrum shift. Time will tell how good this 

product is in the long term. There have been some root rot 

problems on certain species due to the high organic content. I think 

this is not so much due to the moisture in the media as it is a very 

high level of microbial activity in the soil. In general most 

penstemons in my experience favor soils that are on the lower side 
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of microbial activity. The last six seasons have been spectacular 

and totally unexpected in this mix. Greenroof mix is regularly 

irrigated since it’s on an exposed roof and only 4 to 6 inches deep. 

 

 

Sand/Expanded shale: In trying to resolve some of the rot problems 

in the Greenroof media we tried a completely non-organic mix of 

½ clean sand and ½ expanded shale. Many species that failed in 

the past looked great in the spring of 2016, one year after planting. 

Time will tell if this mix is sustainable over time. Some species 

that did very well under these soil conditions were P. janishaie, P 

cyathophorus, and P. harringtonii.  A mix consisting of the ratio 

½ sand:½ loam has worked well in my own garden near Steamboat 

Springs, even though that area has a very different climate. We do 

water when using this mix - about once a week if it is very hot and 

dry - especially if the soil profile is shallow (4 to 6 inches deep) 

and plants cannot root into the ground below. 

Road Base: I have not used Road base at Denver Botanic Garden, 

but Yampa River Botanic Park used it for their penstemon bed and 

Penstemon janishiae growing in an expanded soil mix at 

the Denver Botanic Garden.  
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I have emulated it in my garden in Steamboat Springs. I find this 

gravely mix - which contains a fair amount of sand and clay - can 

grow some species spectacularly. Over time the penstemon Garden 

at Yampa River has shifted in species composition, possibly due to 

the settling of the soil mix. 

Direct seed into new areas, gravelly areas, bare areas 

As mentioned above many penstemons are early successional 

species, they are some of the first arrivals after disturbance in 

nature. If I have enough seed I scatter it in new garden location, 

areas with open gravely soil or areas where I have recently ripped 

out some large overgrown shrubs. Additionally, I never throw my 

stalks away after cleaning seed. Instead I scattered them in the 

garden as well. I think many of the penstemons I seeded rather 

 

 

  

Penstemon nitidus, a species that responds to modified 

growing conditions at the Denver Botanic Garden. 
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than transplanted have been some of the longest lived. I watch 

species succession and let the penstemons tell me where they want 

to live. 

“Keeping the peace” 

 I often joke that my most important job is playing plant 

peacemaker. I defend the weak from the thugs by deadheading, 

pruning, thinning, and sometimes eradicating plants that spread too 

much. (I have never had a penstemon become a thug, by the way.) 

This keeps areas open for those species that like a bit of breathing 

room. Mulching these open areas with gravel also allows 

penstemons to freely seed in many gardens. I find they often seed 

into gravel paths as well, desperately telling me, “it’s getting too 

crowed in here”. 

 There is one last trick – use the seed exchanges provided by the 

American Penstemon Society and the North American Rock 

Garden Society. APS provides a reliable source of wild-collected 

Penstemon seed for public gardens. Many times our own garden-

collected seed can be hybrids due to proximately of closely related 

species growing. Or some species may not set a ton of seed due to 

lack of pollinators or unfavorable conditions during their short 

bloom period, (e.g, a hail storm when the penstemons are in full 

bloom). For these reasons, access to wild collected seed is of 

paramount importance in keeping large thriving collections of 

Penstemon that hopefully inspire the public to not only appreciate 

but conserve species and habitats in a time of great human pressure 

on our environment. 

I hope a few of these tips help you grow more penstemons and 

other wild plants in your home and public gardens. 
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Penstemons as a Tool to Teach Life 

Skills to Students with Disabilities 

Rika Nelson 

Executive Director of Discover Your Forest 

Bend, Oregon 

Discover Your Forest, a partner to the US Forest Service, through 

our Greenhouses to Greenscapes program, worked with over 50 

students, parents and volunteers to plant a Hummingbird Habitat 

Garden at Mountain View High School.  Life Skills students in 

Central Oregon helped to beautify their campus and support our 

native pollinators thanks to generous support from the American 

Penstemon Society.  Life Skills Students, who are students with 

varying degrees of physical and cognitive disabilities lead the 

project while learning career skills and gaining an appreciation of 

Central Oregon’s native plants. 
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Native penstemon species, including P. humilis, P. fruitcosus and 

P. euglaucus, were added to the Hummingbird Habitat Garden on 

the High School campus. The Hummingbird Habitat Garden 

permitted the inclusion of ALL students, allowing them to 

experience a barrier free natural environment and the ability to 

observe nature “up close and personal”. This experience created a 

living and dynamic setting for observing and learning about native 

hummingbirds, insect pollinators, native plant species, and life 

cycle interactions. Beyond the therapeutic and recreational 

benefits, the program provides for life skills students, it creates a 

place of beauty, accomplishment and pride for the students and 

school community. 

 

Additional penstemon are being cultivated by the students for 

future restoration work at Newberry National Volcanic Monument, 

Bend OR. Sites on the Monument include Lava Lands Visitor 

Center Native Plant Garden, Lava Cast Forest and Lava River 

Cave landscape area.  The students will participate in a hands-on, 

place-based learning opportunity on their National Forest during 

the upcoming spring season.  The students look forward to the 
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outing and are extremely proud of the work they accomplish. 

The American Penstemon Society’s grant funds allowed the 

Greenhouse to Greenscapes program to purchase native 

plants/seeds, growing supplies, soil, signage, and hand tools that 

are adapted for people with disabilities. 
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Featured Photographer 

Barrie Porteous 

Introduction authored by Ginny Maffitt 

If you are looking for photos taken from interesting angles with the best 

composition, color and depth, you’ll be pleased with those taken by the 

APS 2016 Photographer of the Year, Barrie Porteous. Studying one of 

his compositions always gives me clues for improving my own photos. 

Of course, this usually means that putting your ear to the ground first is 

required! We need to have a workshop on photo techniques led by Barrie 

at one of the meetings in order to fully utilize his talents. Barrie and his 

wife Jane live in Richmond Hill, in the province of Ontario, Canada, so 

they are often the longest-traveling to come to meetings, which they 

rarely miss. He is often one of the first to offer his photos for the society 

to use in publications; a really generous gesture. Thank you, Mr. 

Porteous! 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon duchenensis, taken in 

2011 near Starvation Reservoir in Utah. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon ambiguus, taken  in 2012 

off Interstate 40 west of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon caespitosus var. 

desertipicti, taken in 2008 near the Grand Canyon South Rim 

Parking lot, Arizona. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon comarrhenus, taken 

in Utah during the 2008 APS Annual Meeting held in Ely, 

Nevada. 
 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon confusus, taken at 

the 2014 APS Annual Meeting in southwest Utah. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon eatonii x laevis, 

taken at the 2014 APS Annual Meeting in Zion National Park. 
 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon glaber var. alpinus, 

taken at the 2010 APS Annual Meeting near Jelm Mountain, 

Wyoming. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon grandiflorus, taken 

in his garden at Muskoka, Ontario, Canada. 
 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon hallii, taken while 

traveling to the 2008 APS Annual Meeting , held in Ely, 

Nevada. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon nanus, in southwest 

Utah during 2008 APS Annual Meeting held in Ely, Nevada. 
 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon palmeri, taken 

during the 2008 APS Annual Meeting held in Ely, Nevada. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon petiolatus, taken 

during the 2014 APS Annual Meeting in the Beaver Dam 

Mountains of Utah. 
 

 
Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon thompsoniae, taken 

2014) off Interstate 40 in north-central Arizona. 
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Barrie Porteous photograph of Penstemon yampaensis, taken 

during northwest of Craig, Colorado during the 2010 APS 

Annual Meeting. 
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Update on Penstemon Cultivar 

Names 

Dale T. Lindgren 

Registrar of Named Cultivars of Penstemon 

and APS Historian, North Platte, NE 

One of the responsibilities of the American Penstemon Society 

(APS) is to be the “International Cultivar Registration Authority 

for Penstemon”.  For several years, maybe many years, I have been 

designated as the Registrar of Penstemon Cultivars for the APS. In 

1992, the APS published a list of cultivars that included over 400 

names.  In 2006, the APS published an updated list with over 900 

cultivar names.   Since 2006, several new penstemon cultivar 

names have been listed in the Bulletin of the APS.  However, very 

few names have been submitted to the APS for registration since 

2006.  Even with that, the Registrar still has the responsibility to 

periodically publish a list of new cultivar names that have been 

obtained from all resources, such as catalogs, the internet, RHS 

Plant Finder, etc. I will to try to update the list of introduced names 

of Penstemon cultivars that have occurred since 2006. Most likely, 

some names have been missed. If you know of cultivar names that 

should be included, please let me know. 

Although Penstemon is considered a North American plant, the 

earliest cultivars came from Europe. Cultivars were offered for sale 

as early as 1835. By 1900, hundreds of cultivars of Penstemon 

were available from European nurseries. The summary of these 

very early Penstemon cultivar names have not been published, but 

hopefully will be in the future. 

This article has two parts: The first part  (Part I) is a discussion of 

some of the ‘series’ penstemon cultivars.  Marketing plants as a 

series is becoming more common in the nursery trade. Plants in a 

series usually have similar names, similar traits and/or similar 

genetic backgrounds. Many of the cultivars in a series are 
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designated by color. For example, ‘Blue Riding Hood’, ‘Red 

Riding Hood’, ‘Purple Riding Hood’, etc. Some names in a series 

have a theme such as names of fruit, people, etc.  

In the 2006 APS publication, names that began with or included 

the same words could be considered a series. Examples are ‘Axe 

Valley’, ‘Cathedral’, ‘Keechelus’, ‘Patio Bells’, ‘Pensham’, 

‘Pershore’, ’Raspberry’, ‘Kissed’ etc. 

The second part of this article (Part II) is a summary of names of 

all penstemon cultivars, (both in a series and single releases) most 

of which originated since the 2006 publication of cultivar names.  

It should be noted that Penstemon can be propagated by seed, 

cuttings, division or a combination of methods. Some penstemon 

cultivars are listed as annuals and propagated from cuttings and/or 

seeds. Some cultivars are listed as perennials and propagated from 

either cuttings or seeds. Some of the cultivars listed in this article 

that are propagated from cuttings will flower in the first year and 

some will not flower until the second year. Some that are started 

from seeds may or may not flower the first year. 

One word of caution; some descriptions of Penstemon in the 

popular trade and on the internet have incorrect information about 

some cultivars. Every effort was made to provide accurate 

information in this article. However, please let the author know of 

any errors or omissions. Descriptions of cultivars in this article 

have been obtained from numerous sources. All efforts have been 

made to acknowledge and give credit to all sources of information. 

Literature Cited: 

Brickell, C. D., C. Alexander, J. J. Cubey, J. C. David, M. H. A. 

Hoffman, A. C. Leslie, V. Malecot, Xiaobai Jin. 2016. 

International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants. Ninth 

Edition. Scripta Horticulturae Number 18. Published by ISHS June 

2016. 
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Lindgren, D. T. 2006. List and Description of Named Cultivars in 

the Genus Penstemon (2006). University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Extension. 

Lindgren, D. T. and Davenport. 1992. List and Description of 

Named Cultivars in the Genus Penstemon (1992). University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln. Nebraska Cooperative Extension EC 92-1246-

D. 

Way, David and Peter James. 1998. The Gardener’s Guide to 

Growing Penstemons. Timber Press, Portland, Oregon. 

Part I. Penstemon Cultivars Released as Part of a 

Series 

The main genetic sources for the nineteen (19) Penstemon ‘Series’ 

listed in Part I of this article came from Penstemon hartwegii, 

Penstemon mexicali, Penstemon barbatus and current European 

hybrids/cultivars. Fifteen (15) of the ‘series’ names  are based on 

colors, and 4 are based on names/products.   Ten (10) of the series 

are listed as propagated by cuttings and 5 by seed. The propagation 

of the other 4 series is believed to be by asexual means. Sixteen 

(16) of the Penstemon series were developed/released by European 

breeders and 3 were developed/released  by United States breeders. 

At the end of Part I is a table with a list of penstemon cultivars 

released through the Plant Select organization. Although the 

cultivars in this table are not considered a series, it is important to 

recognize this important source of Penstemon cultivars as a group. 

Arabesque™ Series 

This series is advertised as ideal for premium programs and offers 

the look of a perennial with the ease of growing of an 

annual.  Offered as seed. This was the first penstemon to win an 

All-America Selections Award.  Plants in this series are reported to 

have a strong, compact branching habit, easy to grow, and handle 

and ship without damage. Arabesque™ is available in four colors: 

apple blossom, pink, red and violet. Flowers are large, bell shaped 
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and bicolor. Hardy in zones 6 to 9. Developed and released by 

Goldsmith Seeds/Syngenta Flowers. Listed as Penstemon 

hartwegii from seed. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Arabesque 

Appleblossom’ 

Light pink/white 

flowers. A compact 

hybrid Penstemon 

from seed.  

perennials.com; 

hpsseed.com 

‘Arabesque Pink’ Deep pink lobes and 

white throat.  

perennials.com; 

highsunexpress.com 

‘Arabesque Red’ 2014 AAS F1 

Flower Award 

Winner. Red and 

white bicolor unique 

large bell shaped 

flowers.  

all-

americaselections.org 

‘Arabesque Violet’ Tubular to bell-

shaped, violet to 

deep magenta 

flowers with white 

throats. 

shootgardening.co.uk 

Literature Cited: 

1) all-americaselections.org 

2) highsunexpress.com (High Sun Express Nursery) 

3) hpsseed.com (HPS) 

3) perennials.com  (Heritage Perennials) 

4) shootgardening.co.uk (Shoot Gardening) 

Artist Bell Series 

The breeder for the ‘Artist Bell’ series of Penstemon is M. Gutter 

of Enkhuizen, Netherlands. The application to the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency for this series was by Syngenta Crop Protection 

AG of Switzerland. The parentage is listed as Penstemon 

hartwegii.  The second name in the first column of the table is 

designated as the “denomination”. According to the International 

Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants, variety denomination 
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is defined as “the name for a cultivar under the terminology of a 

statutory plant registration authority.” The cultivars in this series 

were developed through inbreeding of the cultivars 'Gigant' and 

‘Picotee’. One cycle of half-sib selection was conducted in 

Enkhuizen, the Netherlands. Seeds from the selection were sown 

and a single seedling was selected based on criteria including 

compact growth habit, branching and time of flowering. Asexual 

reproduction by cutting was first conducted in August 2003. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Artist Bell 

Carmine Frost’ = 

‘Penharcar’ 

Corolla lobes are mainly 

purple and corolla tube is 

mainly white. Parent 

listed as ‘Gigant’. US 

Publication Number 

20090126056. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

‘Artist Bell Red 

Frost’ = ‘Penhared’ 

Corolla lobes red and 

corolla tube white. 

Parent listed as 'Picotee'. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

‘Artist Bell Violet 

Frost’ = 

‘Penharvio’ 

Corolla lobes mainly 

violet and corolla tube 

mainly light blue. Parent 

listed as ‘Gigant’. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

‘Artist Bell White’ 

=‘Penharwi’ 

Corolla mainly white 

with some purple to blue 

secondary colors. Parent 

listed as ‘Gigant’. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

Literature Cited: 

1) Canadian Food Inspection Agency.  http://www.inspection.gc.ca 

2) Justia Patents 

Carillo Series 

The Carillo Series is listed as Penstemon  x mexicali hybrids, the 

result of breeding/selection by Kieft-Pro-Seeds. Blooms from seed 

in late spring to late summer. Common to the series is mounded 

plant habit and a height of 8 to 10 inches and a width of about 10 

inches.  Well branched, shiny foliage, and long-flowering. Can be 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/pbrpov/cropreport/pens/app00006993e.shtml
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/pbrpov/cropreport/pens/app00006989e.shtml
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/pbrpov/cropreport/pens/app00006990e.shtml
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/pbrpov/cropreport/pens/app00006991e.shtml
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/
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grown in containers. Prefers growing in full sun. Listed as 

Fleuroselect Novelty (an award).   

Name Description Source of Information 

‘Carillo Purple’ Purple, white 

throated, tubular  

flowers 

perennials.com 

‘Carillo Red’ Fuchsia red flowers 

with white throats. 

Winner of the 2014 

Fleuroselect Gold 

Medal Award.  

bluestoneperennials.com 

‘Carillo Rose’ Rose-pink tubular 

flowers with a 

white throat. 

ballseed.com; 

perennials.com 

Literature Cited: 

1) ballseed.com (Ball Flora) 

2) bluestoneperennials.com (Bluesteone Perennials) 

3) gpnmag.com (Greenhouse Product News) 

4) panamseed.com (Pan American Seeds) 

5) perennials.com  (Heritage Perennials) 

CHA CHA™ Series  

This Pentemon series was developed by Terra Nova Nurseries 

(Oregon,USA) and was “bred for a more compact size with 

increased hardiness, while maintaining the durability and 

extremely long bloom period”. Hardiness zones listed as 6 to 9. 

Listed on the Terra Nova web site as “An improved alternative to 

the P. Red Riding Hood™ Series. The Penstemon  CHA CHA™ 

series are all uniform in habit, flower power, and vigor.” This 

series may be similar to their TAFFY™ Series.  

Name Description Source of Information 

‘Cha Cha Cherry’ Dark cherry-red 

flowers and a 

upright, bushy habit.  

terranovanurseries.com 
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‘Cha Cha Hot Pink’ Numerous spikes of 

hot pink flowers. 

These have a bushy 

compact habit and a 

long bloom time. 

phoenixperennials.com; 

terranovanurseries.com 

‘Cha Cha Lavender’ Numerous upright 

spikes of medium 

sized lavender 

flowers. Free 

flowering.  

phoenixperennials.com; 

terranovanurseries.com 

‘Cha Cha Pink’ Numerous spikes of 

bright rose pink 

flowers with lighter 

eyes and bee tracks. 

These have a bushy 

compact habit. 

terranovanurseries.com 

‘Cha Cha Purple’ Numerous upright 

spikes of medium 

sized purple flowers. 

Free flowering. 

terranovanurseries.com 

Literature Cited: 

1) phoenixperennials.com (Phoenix Perennials) 

2) terranovanurseries.com/growers/penstemon (Terra Nova 

Nurseries) 

Elgar Series  

Edward Wilson released a series of Penstemon cultivars called the 

Elgar Series.  Wilson named them the Elgar series, after a local 

Worcestershire composer. They are described as being “very 

floriferous, flowering from spring until well into the autumn. Easy 

to grow in borders and containers, resistant to slugs and other 

garden pests and attractive to bees. Height & spread 45-60cm (18-

24 inches)”. 
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Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Elgar Crown of 

India’ 

Narrow pink flowers. 

Narrow green foliage. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; 

Hayloft Plants 

‘Elgar Enigma’ 

 

 

 

 

Pale throated lavender 

flowers. 40 cm in height. 

Dwarf form. Flowering 

time is late spring to 

autumn. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; 

Hayloft Plants 

‘Elgar Firefly’ 

 

Slightly orange-pink 

flowers. 60 cm in height. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; 

Hayloft Plants 

‘Elgar Light of 

Life’ 

 

Mauvish-pink flowers 

with pale throats. 

Narrow green foliage. To 

50 cm tall. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; Cotswold   

Garden Flowers. 

‘Elgar Music 

Maker’ 

Clump-forming, semi-

evergreen perennial with 

linear to lance-shaped, 

mid-green leaves and, 

from summer into 

autumn, upright racemes 

of bell-shaped, bright 

pink flowers with paler 

pink throats. 

Hayloft Plants 

‘Elgar Nimrod’ 

 

Chubby pale pink 

flowers. 40 cm tall. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; 

Hayloft Plants 

Literature Cited: 

1) Cotswold Garden Flowers (cgf.net) 

2) Hayloft Nursery. 2016. www.hayloft-

plants.co.uk.edwardwilson. 

3) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk 

  

http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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Ice Cream Series  

This Penstemon series is advertised as including cultivars with 

unique, large, bell-shaped, bicolor flowers and strong, upright 

stems. These upright perennials have oblong to ovate, lance 

shaped, blue-green leaves. They grow to 18" tall and about 12" in 

width. Asexual propagation. Introduced by Thompson and 

Morgan.   

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Blueberry Fudge’ Blue-purple, bell-shaped 

flowers with white 

throats. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Brambleberry’ Purple/pink with 

speckled throat. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

growsonyou.com. 

‘Bubblegum’ A large pale red flower 

with a white throat. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

kernock.co.uk 

‘Juicy Grape’ Purple large, cerise-pink, 

bell-shaped flowers with 

pale throats. 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Melting Candy’ Upright racemes of 

trumpet-shaped, pink and 

white flowers 

hedgenursery.co.uk 

‘Strawberry & 

Cream’ 

May also be called 

‘Strawberry Cream’.  

Large flowers and truly 

beautiful markings. 

Height 60-70cm. Spread 

30cm.  

thompson-

morgan.com; 

jparkers.co.uk 

‘Raspberry Ripple’ Large, raspberry-red, 

bell-shaped flowers with 

pale throats. 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Raspberry 

Pavlova’ 

Pink flowers. greenhousegrower.

com 

‘Sweet Cherry’ Large tubular red flowers 

with white eyes.   

RHS Plant Finder; 

gardencentermarke

ting.com 
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‘Vanilla’ White flowers. greenhousegrower.

com 

‘Vanilla Plum’ Purple with white center.   RHS Plant Finder; 

jerseyplantsdirect.c

om 

Literature Cited: 

1) gardencentermarketing.com 

2) greenhousegrower.com 

3) growsonyou.com 

4) hedgenursery.co.uk 

5) jerseyplantsdirect.com 

6) jparkers.co.uk 

7) kernock.co.uk’  

8) morgan.com 

9) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk 

10) shootgardening.co.uk 

11) tandmwholesale.com/vegetativebreeding 

Kissed Series 

Several cultivars of the Kissed series Penstemon were introduced 

prior to 2006.  However in 2012 Joy Creek Nursery introduced two 

additional Penstemon cultivars in the Kissed Series, ‘Red Hot 

Kissed’ and ’Rose Kissed’. Plants in this series have large flowers 

with vividly colored mouths and pure white 

throats. Anniesannuals.com list this as P. gloxinoides. (P 

gloxinoides is an invalid name for a penstemon species but refers 

to a type of large flowered penstemon plant.) 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Red Hot Kissed’ Introduced by Joy 

Creek Nursery in 

2012. 

Joy Creek Nursery 

‘Rose Kissed’ Introduced by Joy 

Creek Nursery in 

2012. 

Joy Creek Nursery 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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Literature Cited: 

1) diggermagazine.com 

2) Joy Creek Nurseries 

Minibird Series  

This series was developed from Penstemon x mexicali hybrids 

and propagated from seed.  It is a series with small plants and tiny 

flowers in three colors: lavender, lilac or pink with white throats.  

They are reported to be drought tolerant and grow well in 

containers and open ground. Bushy, well branched plants.  Height 

30 cm/ 12 inches. Thompson and Morgan. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

'Minibird Lilac'  Lilac flowers with white 

throats. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

'Minibird Lavender'  

 

Tubular, purple flowers. 

Height 30 cm. Released 

in 2015. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk; 

schram.ie 

‘Minibird Pink’ Small, tubular to bell-

shaped, pink flowers 

with white throats. 

Height  to 30 cm. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

newlands.ie 

‘Minibird Purple’ Purple flowers with fresh 

green foliage. Height 30 

cm. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

schram.ie 

Literature Cited: 

1) newlands.ie 

2) schram.ie 

3) shootgardening.co.uk 

4) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk 

5) tandmwholesale.com 

  

http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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Pensham Series 

 Edward Wilson developed/bred and marketed over 60 Pensham 

varieties in this series of penstemon.  The 2006 List and 

Description of Cultivar Names in the Genus Penstemon includes 

49 Pensham cultivars. Since then, 14 additional names had been 

added. Those additional names are listed in the table below. The 

main parent for this series was reported to be ‘Pensham Just 

Jayne’, a magenta flowered plant.  It was also reported that that 

‘Pensham Just Jayne’ was named after Jayne Pullin, Wilson’s plant 

propagator from Little Comberton, Worcestershire. Most of the 

plants in this series have contrasting paler interior flower colors 

and prominent stamens, similar plant habit but different overall 

colors. Leaves are lance shaped and bright green. Edward Wilson 

lived in Pensham, England, which is the source of the series name. 

He also released eight ‘Fruits of the Forest’ varieties and six 

‘Elgar’ varieties. The Fruits of the Forest series of penstemon 

cultivar names all end in the word “Ice”. They are recorded in the 

2006 publication by Lindgren and will not be included in this 

summary. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Pensham Charlotte 

Louise’ 

Tentatively accepted 

name in RHS database.  

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham James 

Wilson’ 

Large sunset red flowers, 

with deeply serrated 

lobes. Height 100cm 

(40”). Named after 

Edward’s son. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Jessica 

Mai’ 

Pink flowers.  2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham John 

Palmer’ 

Large lilac flowers with 

plain deep burgundy 

throat. Height 110cm 

(44”). Named after a 

surgeon. 

Hayloft Nursery. 
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‘Pensham Louise 

Wilson’ 

Clump forming, semi-

evergreen. Tubular white 

flowers, flushed pink at 

petal tips. Height about 

32 inches.  

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham Marilyn’ 

 

Cerise pink flowers with 

white throat.  

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham Mary 

Ryan’ 

No description available. 2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham Paddy 

Gross’ 

Deep mauve flowers 

with white throat. Height 

about 40 inches. Named 

after a long time friend. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Princess’ 

 

Lilac to purple flowers 

with white throats. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham Skies’ 

 

Clump forming, bushy, 

upright. Tubular, blue-

flushed, purple flowers.  

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

‘Pensham Suzanna’ Bluish white flowers 

with ice blue edge. 

Height about 36 inches. 

Named after a friend. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Ted’s 

Purple’ 

Large purple flowers 

with white streaked 

throat. Height about 44 

inches. Named after 

himself. 

Hayloft Nursery 

‘Pensham The 

Deans 

 Damen’ 

 

A damson colored flower 

with white throat and 

darker markings. Height 

90cm (36”). Named for 

the Worcester Cathedral 

Choir as they collected 

damsons to give to their 

mothers to make jam 

which would be sold to 

raise funds for the choir.  

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; Hayloft 

Nursery. 

http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/penstemon/louise-wilson-3-young-plants/prod3924.html
http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/penstemon/louise-wilson-3-young-plants/prod3924.html
http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/searchresultsV2.aspx?searchtext=ted
http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/searchresultsV2.aspx?searchtext=ted
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‘Pensham Walter 

Gross’ 

Deep cerise flowers. 

Height about 28 inches. 

Named after Paddy’s 

husband. 

Hayloft Nursery 

Literature Cited: 

1) Hayloft Nursery. 2016. www.hayloft-

plants.co.uk.edwardwilson. 

2) Lindgren, D. T. 2006. List and Description of Named Cultivars 

in the Genus Penstemon (2006). EC1255.  University of Nebraska-

Lincoln Extension 

3) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk.   

Peptalk Series 

The Peptalk series of Penstemon were selected for their bright 

colors and compact growth. ‘Peptalk Red’ is probably the most 

popular of this series but it also includes ‘Peptalk Pink’, ‘Peptalk 

Hot Pink’, ‘Peptalk Purple’ and ‘Peptalk Cerise’. Listed as 

Penstemon hartwegii on the web page kvbc.nl. They are offered 

by Dümmen Orange company. The series was bred by Bartels 

from Aalsmeer (Netherlands).  

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Peptalk Cerise’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Hot Pink’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Pink’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Purple’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Red’ Bright red flowers and 

compact growth.  

newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

Literature Cited: 

1) kvbc.nl. 

2) newplantsandflowers.com 

http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk.edwardwilson/
http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk.edwardwilson/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
http://www.bartelsstek.nl/
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Phoenix™ Series 

The Phoenix™ series of penstemon was released in 2006 with 

breeding done by Jason Jandrew of Goldsmith Seed/Syngenta 

through Fischer USA. The parentage is listed as the Mexican 

native Penstemon hartwegii. The Phoenix™ Series penstemons 

are considered tender herbaceous perennials usually grown as 

annual bedding plants. They produce large, wide-mouthed, tubular 

flowers in colors ranging from pale pink to red, most with white 

centers. Some of the cultivars have up to four similar but slightly 

different names. As with other penstemon series, there may be 

some confusion on the names used in the trade. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Phoenix 

Appleblossom’ = 

‘Pheni Ablos’, 

 ‘Pheni Ablos09’ 

Pale pink flowers with 

white-throats. Flowers 

about 2.5cm in length. 

USPP17971. 

2016 RHS Plant 

Finder; Hayloft 

Plants. 

‘Phoenix Lavender’ 

= 

‘Peni-Laver’ 

Lilac tubular flowers. 

Height and spread about 

24 inches.  

2016 RHS Plant 

Finder;  Penn State 

University Trial 

Variety at 

Landisville; 

Hayloft Plants. 

‘Phoenix Magenta’ 

= ‘Phoenix 

Magenta09’ 

or ‘Peni Mag09’ or 

‘Pheni Magna’ 

Magenta flowers with 

white throats. Height & 

spread 60cm (24"). 

PP17987. 

2016 RHS Plant 

Finder; Hayloft 

Plants. 

 

‘Phoenix Pink’ = 

‘Phoenix Pink09’ 

or 'Pheni Pinka’  

‘Peni Pina09’ 

White trumpet-shaped 

flowers with coral-pink 

tips.  Introduced in 2009. 

2016 RHS Plant 

Finder.  Penn State 

University Trial 

Variety at 

Landisville. 

Lakeshore Garden 

Center. 
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‘Phoenix Red’ =  

'Pheni Reeda'  
 

Has large cherry-red 

flowers with white 

throats on spike-like 

racemes. Tubular shaped 

flowers. PP17988. 

Learntogrow.com; 

Allthingsplants.co

m. 

‘Phoenix Rose’ = 

'Penharros' 
(PBR)

   

 

Rose-Pink flowers. 

Unsure of the availability 

of this cultivar. 

2016 RHS Plant 

Finder; Canadian 

Food Inspection 

Agency. 

‘Phoenix Violet’ = 

‘Pheni Vio’, ‘Pen 

Vio09’ 

Violet to purple flower 

color, 30 inches tall and 

30 inches wide. PP17933 

Allthingsplants.co

m 

Literature Cited: 

1) Allthingsplants.com. 

2) Canadian Food Inspection Agency.  http://www.inspection.gc.ca 

3) Hayloft Plants. 

4) Learntogrow.com. 

5) Penn State University Trial Variety at Landisville 

6) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk.   

Pinacolada Series  

The Pinacolada Penstemon Series consists of cultivars with six 

colors: Blue, Deep Rose, Light Rose, Red, Violet and White.  This 

series is listed as Penstemon barbatus. Pinacolada is a first-year-

flowering perennial introduced by Syngenta Flowers. This series is 

advertised as having a compact growing habit, uniform and showy 

flowers, extended bloom time, short production time, free 

branching habit, uniform blooming, and few cultural problems. 

Reported to grow 10 inches tall and to 10 inches in width. Some 

sources list this series as Penstemon barbatus praecox nana. Sold 

by Syngenta.  Seed propagated. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Pinacolada Blue’ Shades of blue 

colored flowers. 

syngentaflowers.com; 

2016 Plant FInder 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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‘Pinacolada Deep 

Rose’ 

Shades of dark rose 

colored flowers. 

2016 Plant Finder; 

syngentaflowers.com 

‘Pinacolada Light 

Rose’ 

Rose-pink flowers 

narrow sharkhead-

shaped blooms. 

Linear evergreen 

leaves. 

2016RHS Plant 

Finder; 

Hardyplants.com; 

syngentaflowers.com 

 

‘Pinacolada Rosy 

Red’ 

Shades of rose 

colored flowers. 

2012 

2016RHS Plant 

Finder; 

syngentaflowers.com 

‘Pinacolada Violet’ Shades of violet 

colored flowers. 

2016 Plant Finder; 

syngentaflowers.com 

‘Pinacolada White’ White flowers. syngentaflowers.com; 

2016 Plant Finder 

Literature Cited: 

1) hardyplants.com 

2) ideolio.com 

3) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk.   

4) syngentaflowers.com 

Polaris Series 

Described as having large flowers and strong stems. From Green 

Fuse, bred by Florensis. (Zones 5 to 8).  There are at least three 

colors in this series with more coming. Listed as a gloxinoides type 

by ppandl.net. 

Name Description Source of Information 

‘Polaris Purple’ Purple with white 

centered flowers. 

greenhousegrower.com 

June 7, 2013 

‘Polaris Purple 

Bicolored’ 

May be the same 

as ‘Polaris 

Purple’. 

shootgardening.co.uk 

‘Polaris Red’ Red flowers. RHS Plant Finder; 

dutchgardens.com 

‘Polaris Rose’ Bi colored rose 

pink with white 

throats. 

http://allthingsplants.com 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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Literature Cited: 

1) dutchgardens.com 

2) greenhousegrower.com 

3) ppandl.net 

4) shootgardening.co.uk 

Quartz™ Penstemon Series  

Quartz™ Penstemon is a series of two upright, sturdy cultivars. 

They have large flowers that will bloom in late spring with repeat 

blooming later in the season. They exhibit good basal branching.  

Bred by NovaFlora® LLC. From Conrad Pyle. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Amethyst Quartz’™ 

(‘Novapename’) 

Lilac colored flowers 

with purple 

guidelines. 

USPPAF. Hardy to 

zone 6.  

starrosesandplants.com 

‘Rose Quartz™’ 

(‘Novaperros’) 

Large pink flowers. 

Hardy to zone 6. 

Released by Conrad 

Pyle.  

starrosesandplants.com 

Literature cited: 

1) jamesgreenhouses.com/whats-new 

2) starrosesandplants.com/plants/perennial 

3) springtrials.org 

Riding Hood Series 

The Riding Hood Series of penstemon cultivars were initially 

introduced in 2001 with ‘Red Riding Hood’ and 6 more cultivars 

released in 2010. They were developed by Molter B. V. in the 

Netherlands. Remy Lubbe is listed as the plant breeder. The plants 

are 18 to 24 inches in height and about 18 inches wide. They are 

reported to be hardy to zone 3. The plants can be started from 

cuttings and flowered in the same year. They have large attractive 

flowers. Flower colors are red, blue, deft blue, hot pink, lavender, 

http://www.starrosesandplants.com/plants/series/quartz-penstemon
http://www.jamesgreenhouses.com/whats-new
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marble-cream and purple. Some sources list a ‘Violet Riding 

Hood’ and a ‘Marble Cream Riding Hood’ in addition to the 7 

original cultivars in this series. These last two names may be 

misnamed.  Penstemon barbatus is listed as the source of this 

series. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Blue Riding Hood 

’ 

Large blue flowers.  

2010. USPP23066P2 

Molter B. V. web 

page;   RHS;   

Liou. 

‘Delfts Blue Riding 

Hood’ 

Large, deep blue flowers. 

2010.  USPP23065P2.    

RHS;       Liou; 

Perennials.com; 

Molter B. V. web 

page.       

‘Hot Pink Riding 

Hood’ 

Large, deep pink 

flowers. 2010.    

USPP23089 

Molter B. V. web 

page;   RHS;   

Liou. 

‘Lavender Riding 

Hood’ 

Large, rose/mauve to 

violet/lavender flowers. 

2010.  USPP23064. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder;   Molter 

B.V. web page;   

Liou. 

‘Marble Riding 

Hood’ 

Large, deep pink color 

flowers. 2010. 

USPP23098 

Perennials.com; 

Molter B. V. web 

page;    Liou: 

ebertsgreenhouse.c

om 

‘Purple Riding 

Hood’ 
(PBR) 

Large, dark red purple 

flowers. 2010. 

USPP23067. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder;   Molter B. 

V. web page;   

Liou. 

‘Red Riding Hood’  Large, bright red 

flowers. 2001.  

USPP18950.  

Molter B. V. web 

pag;    Liou. 

Literature Cited: 

1) Liou, Susan. 2013. Crop Culture Report: Penstemon Riding 

Hood Series. GPN Greenhouse House Product News for May 9, 

2013. http://www.gpnmag.com/crop 

http://www.perennials.com/
http://www.perennials.com/
http://www.gpnmag.com/crop
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2) Molter BV. http://patents.justia.com/assignee/molter-b-v 

3) Penstemon. 2016.  Plantago.  

www.plantago.org/plantindex/plant 

4) perennials.com 

5) plantdelights.com/Penstemon-Red-Riding-Hood 

6) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk. 

Rock Candy® Series 

Rock Candy® Penstemon series is comprised of compact cultivars 

with strong colors. Introduced in 2014.They are advertised as 

exhibiting strong basal branching, not requiring vernalization to 

flower, and re-bloom following deadheading. They stay under 12" 

in height and complement borders and walkways or containers.  

Released by Conrad Pyle. Listed on Dave’s Garden site as P. 

barbatus. Three new cultivars added to the  series in 2016. Bred by 

Star® Roses and Plants.  Vegetatively propagated by tip cuttings 

Name Description Source of Information 

‘Blue Rock Candy’ 

= ‘Novapenblu’ 

Bluish purple 

flowers. Introduced 

in 2016 

starrosesandplants.com 

 

‘Light Pink Rock 

Candy’ = 

‘Novapenlig’ 

Light pink colored 

flowers. Released 

by Conrad Pyle. 

PPAF. Added in 

2016. 

Bred by Star® 

Roses and Plants. 

Starrosesandplants.com 

‘Pink Rock Candy’ 

= ‘Novapenpin’ 

Pink colored 

flowers with white 

throats. Compact 

and tidy. Released 

by Conrad Pyle. 

allthingsplants.com; 

Connard-Pyle-new-

perennials 

  

http://patents.justia.com/assignee/molter-b-v
http://www.plantago.org/plantindex/plant
http://www.perennials.com/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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‘Purple Rock 

Candy’ = 

‘Novapenpur’ 

Purple colored 

flowers. Released 

by Conrad Pyle. 

USPPAF. 

Hybridized by 

Dobres. 

Registered in 

2013. 

glplants.com; 

http://davesgarden.com; 

Connard-Pyle-new-

perennials. 

‘Ruby Rock 

Candy’ = 

‘Novapenrub’ 

 

Dark pink flowers. 

Compact growth 

habit. Released by 

Conrad Pyle. 2016 

introduction. 

starrosesandplants.com 

Literature Cited: 

1) allthingsplants.com 

2) Connard-Pyle-new-perennials 

3) davesgarden.com 

4) glplants.com.  

5) http://davesgarden.com   

6) starrosesandplants.com 

SUNBURST SERIES   

This Penstemon series is listed as Penstemon x mexicali. 

Expresses first year flowering from seed. Most flowers on the 

plants have white throats. They grow 1.5 to 2 feet tall. Leaves are 

narrow and somewhat shiny. Considered to be low maintenance 

plants. Winter hardy to zone 5. Introduced by Jelitto Perennials 

Seeds. 

Name Description Source of Information 

‘Sunburst 

Amethyst’ 

Purple flowers. bluestoneperennials.com 

‘Sunbusrt Colours’ Mix of flower 

colors in shades of 

pink, red, lavender 

and purple, most 

will have white 

throats. 

swallowtailgardenseeds.com 

http://davesgarden.com/
http://davesgarden.com/
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‘Sunburst Rudy’ First year 

flowering 

perennial with 

bright red/fuchsia 

with white throat. 

perennialresource.com 

Literature Cited: 

1) bluestoneperennials.com 

2) jelitto.com 

3) perennialresource.com 

4) swallowtailgardenseeds.com 

Taffy Series  

The Taffy series of penstemons was introduced by Terra Nova 

Nursery. Each cultivar of this series is characterized by vigorous 

upright clumps of glossy foliage which erupt in strong bloom 

spikes. Advertized to bloom from June until hard frost.  

Deadheading is not required. Drainage and reasonably fertile soil 

are helpful in keeping these plants perennial. Hardy in zones 7 to 9.  

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Blueberry Taffy’ 

 

 

Strong spikes of light 

purple flowers with 

red/purple guidelines. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; 2013 Terra 

Nova catalog.  

‘Boyensberry 

Taffy’ 

Berry-wine colored 

flowers. Grows to 32 

inches in height and 

about 22 inches wide. 

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Grape Taffy’ Purple with white throat. 

USPP#22567 

Perennials.com 

‘Strawberry Taffy’ Strawberry-pink, trumpet 

flowers featuring a white 

throat with pink 

guidelines.  

US Patent #: PP22569 

perennials.com 

‘Watermelon 

Taffy’ 

Pink with white throat 

US Patent #:PP24293 

Perennials.com 
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Literature Cited: 

1) perennials.com 

2) RHS Plant Finder. 2016. Royal Horticultural Society. 

www.rhs.org.uk.   

3) terranovanurseries.com 

TUBULAR BELLS SERIES  

The Tubular Bells Series of Penstemon is listed as a seed 

propagated line of Penstemon hartwegii with first year flowering. 

They have large flowers, are heat tolerant, self-cleaning and grow 

to a height of 14 to 18 inches and about 10 inches wide.  Prefers 

growing in full sun. Winter hardy to zone 7. From Kieft Seeds 

Holland.  

Name Description Source of Information 

‘Tubular Bells 

Wine Red’ 

Deep cerise blooms vanmeuwen.com 

‘Tubular Bells Red’ Deep scarlet-red 

flowers. 

panamseed.com 

‘Tubular Bells 

Purple’ 

Purple flowers. jardinage-naturel.eu 

‘Tubular Bells Red 

with White Throat’ 

Wine-red flowers 

with white throats. 

panamseed.com 

‘Tubular Bells 

Rose’ 

Pink flowers. panamseed.com   

Literature Cited: 

1) jardinage-naturel.eu 

2) panamseed.com 

3) swallowtailgardenseeds.com 

4) vanmeuwen.com 

Plant Select 

The Plant Select
®
 program has a history of releasing penstemons as 

well as many other plants. This group of penstemons is not 

considered a typical series but rather, a group. Plant Select 

penstemon releases are usually somewhat more winter hardy than 

most of the other cultivars listed in the tables above.  Their 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/
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penstemon releases include plants released both before and after 

2006. Since 2006, they have released ‘Carolyn’s Hope’, ‘Coral 

Baby’, ’Shadow Mountain’, and ‘Windwalker’. The organization 

has also released and named 3 special selections of species. 

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Carolyn’s Hope’ Medium pink, tubular 

flowers with white 

throats. Penstemon x 

mexicali.  

coloradonga.org;  

Plant Select. 

plantselect.org 

‘Coral Baby’ Appeared as a seedling 

from the cross 

between ‘Rondo’ 

hybrid Penstemon 

barbatus and 

‘Schooley’s Coral’ 

Penstemon barbatus. 

Brought to Plant 

Select
®
 by Kelly 

Grummons of 

Timberline Gardens. 

Coral pink colored 

flowers. It is relatively 

compact, growing 

about 15 inches high 

and 12 inches wide.   

plantselect.org 

(‘Pikes Peak 

Purple’) 
Penstemon x mexicali plantselect.org 

(‘Prairie Jewel’) P. grandiflorus plantselect.org 

(‘Red Rocks’) Penstemon x mexicali plantselect.org 

‘Shadow Mountain’ 
Penstemon x mexicali 
'Psmyers' Small, 

lavender blue flowers.  

Conservationgardenp; 

ark.org/plants; 

plantselect.org 

(‘Silverton’) Penstemon linarioides plantselect.org 

‘Windwalker’ Penstemon x mexicali plantselect.org 

Grand Mesa 

Beardtounge 
P. mensarum plantselect.org 



60    Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society Vol. 76 (2017) 

Desert Beardtongue P. pseudospectabilis plantselect.org 

Bridges 

Beardtongue 
P. rostiflorus plantselect.org 

Literature Cited: 

1) Plant Select   plantselect.org 

Part II. List of Penstemon cultivars named since 2006. 

Some may ask what is the value of publishing a list of penstemon 

cultivar names? The values/ benefits of this list of cultivar names 

include: 

1. Providing a list of names and descriptions to anyone interested 

in finding information about specific cultivars. 

2. Meeting the obligation of the American Penstemon Society as 

the International Cultivar Registration Authority for Penstemon. 

3. Providing information about trends in the breeding of 

penstemon. 

As a plant breeder, the Table in Part II offers some guidance on 

trends in the general plant breeding of new penstemon cultivars. 

Some of these trends are listed below: 

1) There has been very little breeding among  penstemon species. 

2) Most breeding and selection has been within a species. 

3) The parentage of the majority of the cultivars has not been 

provided. A few cultivars give some details of the breeding 

techniques and parentage. Examples of these include the ‘Artist 

Bell’ series, ‘Coral Baby’, ‘Kissin Kuzin’, and cultivars in the 

Pensham series. 

4) The most common penstemon species listed as a source of new 

cultivars is Penstemon hartwegii.  This species is probably one of 

the original species used in many of the European hybrids. Plants 

with this parentage are usually only hardy to zones 7 to10. Many 

of these plants are sold throughout the USA (including colder 

regions) but are listed as annuals started from cuttingss. Several 



61 

cultivars list their parentage as Penstemon gloxinoides. However, 

P. gloxinoides is not a valid species name but may be interpreted 

as being similar to P. hartwegii. 

5) Penstemon barbatus is listed as a parent in several cultivars. 

These cultivars are generally listed as hardy to zone 5. The genetic 

variation for flower color within P. barbatus helps in expanding 

the cultivars in this species. ‘Rhondo, ‘Naviagator’, ‘Schooley’s 

Coral’ and ‘Pracox Nana’ were listed as P. barbatus parents. 

6) Several of the new cultivars are listed as Penstemon x mexicali. 

This source of genetics came from Bruce Meyers’ efforts. This 

population provides a range in flower colors, extended flowering 

and moderate cold hardiness. 

7) There are 3 species that are listed as a source of new cultivars 

but not to the degree of the three previously mentioned. These are: 

P. heterophyllus, P. digitalis, and P. hirsutus. All of these cultivar 

selections were made within the species. 

8) Other species listed as a source for at least one new cultivars 

are: P. grandiflorus, P. newberryi, P. patens, P. pinifolius, P. 

procerus, P. pursusii, P. rostrifolus, P. specious, and P. smallii. 

9) There are opportunities, as well as challenges, for breeding 

penstemon.  

Name Description Source of 

Information 

‘Abbey Dore’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Alice Howarth’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Amethyst 

Quartz’™ 

(‘Novapename’) 

Lilac colored flowers 

with purple guidelines. 

USPPAF. Hardy to 

zone 6.  

starrosesandplants.

com 
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‘Ararbesque 

Appleblossom’ 

Light pink/white flowers. 

One of the most compact 

hybrid Penstemon from 

seed.     

Perennials.com; 

RHS Plant Finder; 

hpsseed.com 

‘Arabesque Pink’ Deep pink lobes and 

white throat.  

Perennials.com; 

highsunexpress 

‘Arabesque Red’ 2014 AAS F1 Flower 

Award Winner red and 

white bicolor, unique 

large bell shaped 

flowers. Penstemon 

hartwegii.   

all-

americaselections.o

rg; 

RHS Plant Finder 

‘Arabesque Violet’ Tubular to bell-shaped, 

violet to deep magenta 

flowers with white 

throats. 

shootgardening.co.

uk; 

RHS Plant Finder 

‘Artist Bell 

Carmine Frost’. = 

‘Penharcar’. 

 

Corolla lobes are mainly 

purple and corolla tube is 

mainly white. Parent 

listed as ‘Gigant’. 

USPP20090126056. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

 ‘Artist Bell Red 

Frost’. = 

‘Penhared’ 

 

Corolla lobes mainly 

violet and corolla tube 

mainly light blue. Parent 

listed as ‘Gigant’. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

‘Artist Bell Violet 

Frost’. = 

‘Penharvio’ 

Corolla mainly white 

with some purple to blue 

secondary colors. Parent 

listed as ‘Gigant’. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

‘Artist Bell White’. 

= 

‘Penharwi’ 

 

Corolla lobes red and 

corolla tube white. 

Parent listed as 'Picotee'. 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency; 

Justia patents. 

‘Aurora’ Large dark coral pink 

flowers. 

Joy Creek Nursery, 

2011 

‘Australian Sour 

Grapes’ 

No description available. 

This may be the same as 

‘Sour Grapes’ 

RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Barbelles’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder. 
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‘Beverley’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Belle of Dawn’ Rosy red-purple flowers 

with white throats. 

Penstemon gloxinioides. 

Hardiness Zone: 7 - 10 

suncrestnurseries.c

om 

‘Blue Foam’ Form of P. hursutus. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Blue Riding Hood 

’ 

Large blue flowers. 

Developed by Molter 

B.V., Netherlands. 2010 

Molter B. V. web 

page;   RHS Plant 

Finder;   Liou. 

‘Blue Rock Candy’ 

= ‘Novapenblu’ 

Bluish purple flowers. 

Introduced in 2016 

starrosesandplants.

com 

 

‘Blueberry Fudge’ Blue-purple, bell-shaped 

flowers with white 

throats. 

Ice Cream Series. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

 

‘Blueberry Taffy’ 
(PBR) 

 

 

 

 

Strong spikes of light 

purple flowers with 

red/purple guidelines. 

Released by Terra Nova 

Nursery. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; 2013 Terra 

Nova catalog.  

‘Bovey Belle’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Brambleberry’ Purple/pink with 

speckled throat. Ice 

Cream Series 

RHS Plant Finder; 

growsonyou.com 

 

‘Bubblegum’ A large pale red flower 

with a white throat. Ice 

Cream Series. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

kernock.co.uk 

 

‘Carillo Red’ Carillo Series.  

Penstemon x mexicali.  

‘Carillo Red’ is the result 

of breeding from Kieft-

Pro-Seeds. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

gpnmag.com 
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‘Carillo Rose’ Pink/white flowers.  

Height of 12 inches and 

width of 12 inches. 

Snatarosagardens.c

om 

‘Carillo Purple’ Carillo Series. Mexicali 

Hybrids. 

RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Carolyn’s Hope’ Medium pink, tubular 

flowers with white 

throats. Penstemon x 

mexicali. By Plant 

Select. 

coloradonga.org; 

Plant Select. 

‘Cha Cha Cherry’ Dark cherry-red flowers 

and a upright, bushy 

habit.  

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Cha Cha Hot Pink’ Numerous spikes of hot 

pink flowers. These have 

a bushy compact habit 

and a long bloom time. 

phoenixperennials.

com; 

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Cha Cha 

Lavender’ 

Numerous upright spikes 

of medium sized 

lavender flowers. Free 

flowering.  

phoenixperennials.

com; 

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Cha Cha Pink’ Numerous spikes of 

bright rose pink flowers 

with lighter eyes and bee 

tracks. These have a 

bushy compact habit. 

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Cha Cha Purple’ Numerous upright spikes 

of medium sized purple 

flowers. Free flowering. 

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Chester Red’ Synonyms : 'Chester 

Scarlet'  

 'Mrs Morse' 

RHS Plant Finder 
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‘Coral Baby’ Appeared as a seedling 

from the cross between 

‘Rondo’ hybrid 

Penstemon barbatus and 

‘Schooley’s Coral’ 

Penstemon barbatus.  

Brought to Plant Select
®
 

by Kelly Grummons of 

Timberline Gardens. 

Coral pink colored 

flowers. It is relatively 

compact, growing about 

15 inches high and 12 

inches wide.   

coloradonga.org; 

plantselect.org 

‘Coral Carpet’ Coral spikes of flowers. RHS Plant Finder; 

terranovanurseries.

com 

‘Crimson Gem’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder; 

‘Delfts Blue Riding 

Hood’ 

Deep blue flowers. P.P. 

#23065. Developed by 

Molter B.V., 

Netherlands. 2010. 

PP23067 

Perennials.com; 

Molter B. V. web 

page;   RHS Plant 

Finder;   Liou. 

‘Elgar Crown of 

India’ 

 

 

Elgar series by Edward 

Wilson. Narrow pink 

flowers. Narrow green 

foliage. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Elgar Enigma’ 

 

 

 

 

Elgar series by Edward 

Wilson. Pale throated 

lavender flowers. 40 cm 

in height. Dwarf form. 

Flowering time is late 

spring to autumn. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Elgar Firefly’ 

 

 

 

Elgar series by Edward 

Wilson. Slightly orange-

pink flowers. 60 cm in 

height.  

RHS Plant Finder. 

http://www.perennials.com/
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‘Elgar Light of 

Life’ 

 

 

 

Elgar series by Edward 

Wilson. Pink flowers 

with pale throats. About 

50 cm tall. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; Cotswold 

Garden Flowers. 

‘Elgar Music 

Maker’ 

Clump-forming, semi-

evergreen perennial with 

linear to lance-shaped, 

mid-green leaves and, 

from summer into 

autumn, upright racemes 

of bell-shaped, bright 

pink flowers with paler 

pink throats. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Elgar Nimrod’ 

 

 

 

 

Elgar series by Edward 

Wilson. Chubby pale 

pink flowers. 40 cm tall. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Ellenbank 

Amethyst’ 

 

 

 

Bicolor flowers, white 

edged with rosy purple 

petals. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Elizabeth 

MacGregory 

Nursery web page. 

‘Ellenbank 

Cardinal’ 

 

 

Large, dark ruby-red, 

pale inside flowers. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Elizabeth 

MacGregory 

Nursery web page. 

‘Ellwood Red 

Phoenix’ 

 

Scarlet red flowers with 

a white throat. Height 

about 35 inches. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

Barnsdale  Gardens 

web page. 

‘Esprit’ Mix of flower colors. 

One source lists this as 

P. hartwegii but most 

sources list it as P. 

grandiflorus.  Sold as 

seed. 

johnsons-

seeds.com; 

http://parkseed.co

m; 

seedratings.com. 

‘Eva’ No description provided. RHS Plant Finder. 
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‘Evelyn x Papal 

Purple’  

No description available. RHS Plant Finder. 

‘George Moon’ Red and white flowers. 

Pointed leaves. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Paddock Plants. 

‘Giganteus’ Series Listed as Penstemon 

hartwegii 

RHS Plant Finder. 

 

‘Gletsjet’ 

 

Last listed in 2001. No 

description provided. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Glitterbelle’ Shiny rose purple 

flowers with white 

throats. A Suncrest 

Nurseries introduction. 

Hardy to 10 degrees F. 

or less. 

suncrestnurseries.c

om 

‘Grape Taffy’
(PBR)

 Large flower spikes. 

Contrasting purple red 

flowers with clear white 

throats. 

2013 Terra Nova 

catalog. 

 

 

‘Helenetti’ 

 

Tentatively accepted 

name in the RHS 

Horticultural Database. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Hot Pink Riding 

Hood’ 

Deep pink flowers. 2010. 

Developed by Molter 

B.V., Netherlands.  

PP23089 

Molter B. V. web 

page;   RHS;   

Liou. 

Husum Hills Series 

130 

No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

‘Isa’ Listed as P. digitalis. 

Pink flowers and purple 

flushed foliage. 

Cottage Garden 

Flowers. (cgf.net) 

‘Jacob’s Jacket’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder. 

‘James Gibson’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Joke’ 

 

P. digitalis. Basically the 

same as ‘Husker Red’. 

Lilac pink flowers on 

sturdy plants with purple 

foliage. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; Wim 

Timmermans Vof. 

 

 



68    Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society Vol. 76 (2017) 

‘Juicy Grape’ Purple large, cerise-pink, 

bell-shaped flowers with 

pale throats. Ice Cream 

Series. 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Juan Jose’ Large purple flowers 

which have a very 

alluring grape scent. 

Height of 35-40 inches. 

Width of 10-12 inches. 

Hardiness Zone:7,8,9,10 

Blooming 

Junction; 

http://bloomingadv

antage.com 

‘Kissin Kuzsin” Listed as a natural hybrid 

from Kendall County, 

Texas, of Penstemon 

cobaea and Penstemon 

triflorus. 

Plantdelights.com 

‘Knightwick 

Amethyst’ 

No description available. Country Farm 

Perennials 

‘Kuhn’ 

 

Penstemon venustus. 

Last listed in 2007 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Lady Hamilton’ No description available. 

Last listed in 2008. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Lane Fox’ P. heterophyllus. 75 cm 

tall. Blue and purple 

flowers. Bred by Carl 

Dacus in Ireland. To 75 

cm in height. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

cfg.net 

 

‘Lavender Belle’ Dark lavender blossoms 

with a white-marked 

throat. It is a bushy plant 

growing 3 feet or more 

tall. Introduced by 

Suncrest Nurseries. 

Hardy to 15 degrees F. 

suncrestnurseries.c

om 

‘Lavender Riding 

Hood’ 

Rose/mauve to 

violet/lavender flowers. 

Developed by Molter 

B.V., Netherlands. 2010 

RHS Plant Finder;  

Molter B.V. web 

page;   Liou. 

http://bloomingadvantage.com/
http://bloomingadvantage.com/
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‘Light Pink Rock 

Candy’ = 

‘Novapenlig’ 

Light pink colored 

flowers. Released by 

Conrad Pyle. PPAF. 

Added in 2016. 

Bred by Star® Roses and 

Plants. 

Starrosesandplants.

com 

‘Little Bells’ = 

‘Novapenbel’ 

Described as having 

bright purple flowers 

with a white throat, 

tubular shaped and 

compact growth habit. 

Can rebloom with 

shearing. Introduced by 

Conrad Pyle. 

starrosesandplants.

com 

‘Luminous’ Penstemon pinifolius. 

Orange, yellow throated 

flowers. Height of 8 

inches and width of 12 

inches. Zone: 5-9. 

Released by High 

Country Gardens. 

bhg.com; 

High County 

Gardens 

‘Marble Riding 

Hood’ 

Large, deep pink color 

flowers. Developed by 

Molter B.V., 

Netherlands. 2010 

PP23098 

perennials.com; 

Molter B. V. web 

page;    Liou. 

‘Marchant’s 

Cherry’ 

No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

‘Martley’ 

 

Height 45 cm, 45 cm 

spread. Compact habit. 

Pale-lilac flowers. Bred 

at Perhill Plants. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; Perhill 

Plants web page. 

‘Melanie’s Blue’ No description available RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Melting Candy’ Pink and white trumpet-

shaped flowers on 

upright racemes. Ice 

Cream Series. 

hedgenursery.co.uk 

http://www.perennials.com/
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‘Minibird 

Lavender’ 

 

Minibird Series. Tubular 

Purple flowers. By 

Thompson and Morgan. 

Charles Valin. 

Penstemon x Mexicali. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

Schram Plants. 

‘Minibird Lilac’ 

 

Compact branching. 

Small tubular to bell 

shaped lilac flowers with 

white throat. Thompson 

and Morgan. Charles 

Valin. Penstemon x 

Mexicali. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Minibird Pink’ 

 

Tubular, slightly nodding 

flowers. Thompson and 

Morgan. Charles Valin. 

Pensemon x mexicali. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Minibird Purple’ 

 

Grape colored flowers. 

Thompson and Morgan. 

Charles Valin. Pensemon 

x mexicali. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Minima Alba’ P. hirsutus.  RHS Plant Finder; 

Ontario Rock 

Garden & Hardy 

Plant Society. 

‘Misty Blue 

Shades’ 

 

Penstemon 

heterophyllus. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

Backyard 

Gardener.com. 

‘Mount Rainer’ No description available. 

This may be a common 

name for a  Penstemon 

species.  

RHS Plant Finder. 

 

‘Mrs. Oliver’ 

 

About 3 feet tall. RHS Plant Finder; 

MyFolia.  

NNS98-457 P. patens. Seed collected 

5950 feet altitude, Blue 

Mountains, Wallowa Co, 

OR. 

cgf.net 
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NNO  00-619 
P. procerus var. tolmiei. 

Seed collected 6400 feet 

altitude, Goat Lake, 

Lewis Co, WA. 

cgf.net 

NNS-460 
P. purpusii.  Seed 

collected 6400 feet 

altitude, above Plaskett 

Meadows, North Coast 

Ranges, Glenn Co.CA. 

cgf.net 

NNS95-407 
P. rostriflorus.  Seed 

collected 9500 feet 

altitude, Cottonwood 

Creek, Inyo Co. 

California. 

cgf.net 

NNS95-410 
P. speciosus subsp. 

speciosus.  Blue to red 

violet flowers. 

cgf.net 

‘Novapenbel’ = 

‘Little Bells’ 

Flowers are rich purple 

with a white throat. Dark 

green foliage. Foliage 

forms a basal mat. Plants 

are compact. 

www.starrosesandp

lants.com/plants 

‘Novapenbru’ = 

‘Paint Brush’ 

Lilac-pink blooms with 

dark red stems. 

http://garden.org 

‘Novapenpur’ same 

as ‘Purple Rock 

Candy’ 

Dark-purple blossoms 

with a white throat. 

US20150163983 P1. 

Hybrid of 

‘Rondo’×‘Navigator’. 

Breeder is Michael 

Dobres.   

Owner of plant is: CP 

DELAWARE, INC.,  

http://allthingsplant

s.com 
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‘Orchestra Mixed’ Compact mix. Appears 

to be a description for at 

least 6 penstemon forms.  

Bred by Charles Vain. 

Thompson & Morgan. 

Also listed as Penstemon 

‘Wedding Bells’. Bright 

colors. To 18 inches in 

height. 

Thompson & 

Morgan website. 

‘Paint Brush’ = 

‘Novapenbru’ 

PPTBS – Listed as new 

in 2014. Lilac-pink 

blooms with dark red 

stems. 

Star Roses and 

Plants;  

‘Painted Lady’ A Suncrest introduction 

with bright rosy red-

violet flowers with a 

white throat, marked 

with guidelines on the 

lower lip. Listed as 

Penstemon gloxinioides.   

suncrestnurseries.c

om 

‘Patio Blue’ Might be another name 

for Penstemon 

heterophyllus. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Penbow’ Known as ‘Jean Grace’. RHS Plant Finder; 

Blooms of 

Bressingham. 

‘Penharcar’ = 

‘Artist Bell 

Carnmine Frost’ 

See ‘Artist Bell Carmine 

Frost’.  US20090126056.  

Inventer/breeder was 

Matien Everett Gutter. 

Original Assignee was 

Syngenta Seeds B.V. P. 

hartwegii. 

RHS Plant Finder;  

Justia patents.  
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‘Penhared’ = ‘Artist 

Bell Red Frost’ 

 Cultivar of Penstemon 

hartwegii. From the 

Netherlands. Red 

flowers with white 

throat. Propagated by 

cuttings Selection from 

‘Picotee. 

Made through one cycle 

of half sib selection in 

the period June 2002 

until July 2003 in 

Enkhuizen, Netherlands. 

The seedling was 

selected in July 2003 in 

Enkhuizen, Netherlands. 

US 20090126055 P1 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Justia patents. 

 

‘Penharvio’ = 

‘Artist Bell Violet 

Frost’ 

US20090133177 P1. 

Inventer/breeder was 

Matien Everett Gutter. 

Original Assignee was 

Syngenta Seeds B.V. P. 

hartwegii. 

Justia Patents. 

‘Penharwi’ = 

‘Artist Bell White 

Frost’ 

USPP19590 P2 

Inventer/breeder was 

Matien Everett Gutter. 

Original Assignee was 

Syngenta Seeds B.V. P. 

hartwegii. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

Justia patents. 

 

‘Penharros’ Trade name is ‘Phenoix 

Rose’ 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency. 

‘Peni Abloso9’ See ‘Phoenix™ 

Appleblossom’ 

 

 

‘Peni Laver’ See ‘Phoenix Lavender’  

‘Peni Mag09’ See ‘Phoenix Magenta’  

‘Peni Reeda’ See ‘Phoenix Red’  

‘Pensax’ 

 

Compact plant, 45 cm in 

height by 45 cm spread. 

Bred by Perhill Plants. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Perhill Plants web 

site. 
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‘Pensham Charlotte 

Louise’ 

Tentatively accepted 

name in RHS database. 

Edward Wilson. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pensham James 

Wilson’ 

Large sunset red flowers, 

with deeply serrated 

lobes. Height 100cm 

(40”). Edward Wilson. 

Named after Edward’s 

son. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Jessica 

Mai’ 

Pink flowers. Edward 

Wilson. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pensham John 

Palmer’ 

Large lilac flowers with 

plain deep burgundy 

throat. Height 110cm 

(44”). Edward Wilson. 

Named after a surgeon. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Louise 

Wilson’ 

Clump forming, semi-

evergreen. Tubular white 

flowers, flushed pink at 

petal tips. Height about 

32 inches. Edward 

Wilson. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pensham Marilyn’ 

 

Cerise pink flowers with 

white throat. Edward 

Wilson 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pensham Mary 

Ryan’ 

 

 No description 

available. Bred by 

Edward Wilson. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pensham Paddy 

Gross’ 

Deep mauve flowers 

with white throat. Height 

about 40 inches. Named 

after a long time friend. 

Bred by Edward Wilson. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Princess’ 

 

Lilac to purple flowers 

with white throats. Bred 

by Edward Wilson. 

 RHS Plant Finder. 

http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/penstemon/louise-wilson-3-young-plants/prod3924.html
http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/penstemon/louise-wilson-3-young-plants/prod3924.html
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‘Pensham Skies’ 

 

Clump forming, bushy, 

upright. Tubular, blue-

flushed, purple flowers. 

Edward Wilson. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pensham Suzanna’ Bluish white flowers 

with ice blue edge. 

Height about 36 inches. 

Bred by Edward Wilson. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham Ted’s 

Purple’ 

Large purple flowers 

with white streaked 

throat. Height about 44 

inches. Bred by Edward 

Wilson. 

Hayloft Nursery. 

‘Pensham The 

Deans 

 Damen’ 

 

A damson colored flower 

with white throat and 

darker markings. Height 

90cm (36”). Named for 

the Worcester Cathedral 

Choir as they collected 

damsons to give to their 

mothers to make jam 

which would be sold to 

raise funds for the choir. 

Bred by Edward Wilson. 

2013 RHS Plant 

Finder; Hayloft 

Nursery. 

‘Pensham Trio’  Comprised of P. ‘Laura’, 

P. ‘Czar’ & P. ‘Amelia 

Jayne’ 

telegraphplants.co.

uk 

‘Pensham Walter 

Gross’ 

Deep cerise flowers. 

Height about 28 inches. 

Named after Paddy’s 

husband. Bred by 

Edward Wilson. 

Hayloft Nursery 

‘Perhill Purple’ Penstemon 

heterophyllus.  

RHS Plant Finder. 

 

‘Phoenix™ 

Appleblossom’ = 

‘Pheni Ablos’ 

‘Pheni Ablos09’  

Pale pink flowers with 

white-throats. Flowers 

about 2.5cm in length. 

USPP17971. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Hayloft Plants. 

http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/searchresultsV2.aspx?searchtext=ted
http://www.hayloft-plants.co.uk/searchresultsV2.aspx?searchtext=ted
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‘Phoenix Lavender’ 

= 

‘Peni-Laver’ 

Lilac, tubular flowers. 

Height and spread about 

24 inches.  

 RHS Plant Finder;  

Penn State 

University Trial 

Variety at 

Landisville; 

Hayloft Plants. 

‘Phoenix Magenta’ 

= ‘Phoenix 

Magenta09’ 

or ‘Peni Mag09’ or 

‘Pheni Magna’ 

Magenta tubular flowers 

with white throats. 

Height & spread 60cm 

(24"). PP17987. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Hayloft Plants. 

 

‘Phoenix Pink’ = 

‘Phoenix Pink09’ 

or 'Pheni Pinka’  

‘Peni Pina09’ 

White trumpet-shaped 

flowers with coral-pink 

tips.  Introduced in 2009. 

RHS Plant Finder;  

Penn State 

University Trial 

Variety at 

Landisville; 

Lakeshore Garden 

Center. 

‘Phoenix Red’ =  

'Pheni Reeda'  
 

Has large cherry-red 

flowers with white 

throats on spike-like 

racemes. Tubular shaped 

flowers. PP17988. 

Learntogrow.com; 

Allthingsplants.co

m. 

‘Phoenix Rose’ = 

'Penharros' 
(PBR)

   

 

Rose-pink flowers. 

Unsure of the availability 

of this cultivar. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency. 

‘Phoenix Violet’ = 

‘Pheni Vio’, 

‘PenVio09’,  

‘Phoenix Violet09’ 

Violet to purple flower 

color, 30 inches tall and 

30 inches wide. PP17933 

Allthingsplants.co

m 

‘Pheni Ablos’ See ‘Appleblossom’.   

‘Pheni Magna’ See ‘Phoenix Magenta’.  

‘Peni Pina09’ See ‘Phoenix Pink’  

‘Pheni Pinka’ See ‘Phoenix Pink’.  

‘Pheni Vio’ See ‘Phoenix Violet’  

‘Peni Vio09’ See ‘Phoenix Violet’  

 

‘Phoenix 

Magenta09’ 

See ‘Phoenix Magenta’  
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‘Phoenix Pink09’ See ‘Phoenix Pink’  

‘Peptalk Cerise’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Hot Pink’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Pink’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Purple’ No description available newplantsandflowe

rs.com 

‘Peptalk Red’ Penstemon hartwegii. 

Bright red flower color.  

Compact growth habit 

together with 'PepTalk 

Pink', 'PepTalk Hot 

Pink', 'PepTalk Purple' 

and 'PepTalk Cerise' 

forms a wonderful 

addition to the range of 

perennials offered by 

Dümmen Orange. Bred 

by Bartels from 

Aalsmeer. Entered for 

Plantarium by Dümmen 

Orange. 

http://plantarium.nl 

‘Picotee Red’ 

 

Listed as a form of P. 

hartweigii.  

RHS Plant Finder; 

‘Pinacolada Blue’ Shades of blue colored 

flowers. Seed 

propagated. 

syngentaflowers.co

m; RHS Plant 

Finder 

‘Pinacolada Deep 

Rose’ 

Shades of dark rose 

colored flowers. Seed 

propagated. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

syngentaflowers.co

m; 

thetreefarm.com 

‘Pinacolada Light 

Rose’ 

Rose-pink flowers 

narrow sharkhead-

shaped blooms. Linear 

evergreen leaves. Seed 

propagated. 

2016 RHS Plant 

Finder. 

Syngentaflowers.c

om. 
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‘Pinacolada Rosy 

Red’ 

Shades of rose colored 

flowers. Seed 

propagated. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

syngentaflowers.co

m. 

‘Pinacolada Violet’ Shades of violet colored 

flowers. 

2016 Plant Finder; 

syngentaflowers.co

m 

‘Pinacolada White’ White flowers. Seed 

propagated. 

syngentaflowers.co

m; 

RHS Plant Finder 

‘Pink Rock Candy’ 

= ‘Novapenpin’ 

Pink colored flowers 

with white throats. 

Compact and tidy. 

Released by Conrad 

Pyle. 

allthingsplants.com

; Connard-Pyle-

new-perennials 

‘Plum Beauty’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Pocahontas' P. digitalis. Developed 

by Brent Horvath at 

Intrinsic Perennials. 

Listed as his 

improvement over 

'Husker Red'. The 

flowers are lavender-

pink rather than white 

and the stems are 

burgundy-red. 

phoenixperennials.

com; 

bluestoneperennial

s.com 

‘Polaris Purple’ Bright purple trumpet 

flowers featuring a 

white-striped throat.  

Perennials.com. 

‘Polaris Purple 

Bicolored’ 

May be another name for 

‘Polaris Purple’ 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Polaris Red’ 

 

P. hartwegii or 

gloxionoides. 70 cm in 

height. Red flowers with 

mostly white throats. 

Breeder listed as 

Florensis. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Perennials.com. 
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‘Pomegranate’ 

 

Upright bushy plant. 

Bright pink flowers with 

red and white throats. 

Part of the Ice Cream 

Series. Thompson and 

Morgan. Charles Valin. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

‘Prairie 

Twilight’
(PBR)

 

Blooms are dusty rose-

pink with a white throat 

and beard. Good for cut 

flowers.   Needs good 

drainage. Introduced by 

Blooms of Bressingham, 

bred by Dr. Dale 

Lindgren at the 

University of Nebraska. 

USPP#19893: 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Perennial.com 

 

‘Precious Gem’ P. digitalis. Intrinsic 

Perennials Gardens. Mid 

pink, bronze foliage, 36 

inches tall, 15-18 inches 

wide. Like ‘Husker Red’. 

 RHS Plant Finder; 

intrinsicperennialg

ardens.com 

‘Pretty Petticoat’ 

 

Rich purple blooms with 

white throats. Tall 

spikes. Phoenix 

Perennials. 

RHS Plant Finder;  

monrovia.com 

‘Purple Pixie’ 

 

Compact plant with 

medium mixed purple 

flowers. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Gotswold. 

‘Purple Riding 

Hood’ 

 

Dark red purple flowers. 

Developed by Molter 

B.V., Netherlands. 2010. 

PP23067 

RHS Plant Finder;   

Molter B. V. web 

page;   Liou. 

‘Purple Rock 

Candy’ = 

‘Novapenpur’ 

Purple colored flowers. 

Released by Conrad 

Pyle. USPPAF. 

Hybridized by Dobres. 

Registered in 2013. 

glplants.com; 

http://davesgarden.

com; Connard-

Pyle-new-

perennials. 

http://davesgarden.com/
http://davesgarden.com/
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‘Purple Star’ Dark pink and red 

flowers.  Source 

groundscape Plants. 

euflora.eu 

‘Purpurglocken’ No description found. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Raspberries & 

Cream’ 

No description found. RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Raspberry Ripple’ Large, raspberry-red, 

bell-shaped flowers with 

pale throats. Ice Cream 

Series. 

shootgardening.co.

uk; 2006 Cultivar 

List. 

‘Red Bells’ Rich red flowers with a 

contrasting white throat. 

sagagardencentre.c

o.uk 

‘Red Riding Hood’ Large, bright red 

flowers. Developed by 

Molter B.V., 

Netherlands. PP18950. 

2001. 

Molter B. V. web 

page;    Liou. 

‘Riding Hood 

Magenta’ 

Probably the same as 

‘Magenta Riding Hood’. 

RHS Plant FInder 

‘Riding Hood 

Marbled Cream’ 

 

This may be ‘Marble 

Roding Hood’ 

Developed by Molter 

B.V., Netherlands. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

Molter B. V. web 

page; 

santarosagardens.c

om; 

http://bloomingadv

antage.com 

‘Riding Hood 

Midnight’ 

No description found. Molter B. V. web 

page. 

RCB RA-V-I Seed collected below 

Cuesta de Obispo, Salta 

Province, Argentina. 

Penstemons are 

unknown from S. 

America so maybe it 

belongs to another 

genus. However, it looks 

the same. 

cgf.net 
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‘Red Hot Kissed’ Introduced by Joy Creek 

Nursery in 2012. 

Brilliant scarlet lips. Its 

flowers had very broad 

lower lobes and much 

smaller upper lobes. 

Height is 24 inches and 

width is 15 inches. 

Joycreek.com 

‘Robinsonii’ Penstemon newberryi. 

No description available. 

RHS Plant Finder 

 

‘Roger Skipper’ No information 

available. This may not 

be accurate. 

RHS Plant Finder 

‘Rose Kissed’ Introduced by Joy Creek 

Nursery in 2012. Vibrant 

rose-colored lips. The 

large flowers measure  

more than 1 ½ inches 

across. 

Joycreek.com 

‘Rose Quartz™’ 

(‘Novaperros’) 

Large pink flowers. 

Hardy to zone 6. 

Released by Conrad 

Pyle.  

starrosesandplants.

com 

‘Ruby Candle’ Tubular magenta 

blooms, 20 to 24 inches 

tall and about 18 inches 

wide, with a neat circular 

habit. Hardy to Zones 4-

9. 

RHS Plant Finder;  

seedratings.com. 

‘Ruby Forbes’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

‘Ruby Rock Candy’ 

= ‘Novapenrub’ 

 

Dark pink flowers. 

Compact growth habit. 

Released by Conrad 

Pyle. 2016 introduction. 

starrosesandplants.

com 
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‘Saint(St.) Helenia’ Penstemon newberryi 

var. sonomensis. Rich 

red flowers in spring 

with greyish green 

leaves. Rock garden 

plant.  

suncrestnurseries.c

om 

‘Samsong’ 

 

No description available. RHS Plant Finder 

‘Scarlet & White’ No description found. RHS Plant Finder 

‘Schooley’s Coral’ Pink flowers buds start 

as yellow and turn to 

pink, 18 inches tall. High 

Country Gardens 2006 

introduction. 

Allthingsplants.co

m 

‘Shadow Mountain’ 
Penstemon x mexicali. 

'Psmyers'. Small, 

lavender blue flowers. 

From Plant Select 

program. 

Conservationgarde

np; 

ark.org/plants; 

plantselect.org 

‘Silverwells’ Penstemon davidsonii. 

Lavender flowers.  

RHS Plant Finder; 

edrom-

nurseries.co.uk 

‘Snowblossom’ No description found. RHS Plant Finder; 

‘Spitfire’  Has cream colored 

flowers with orchid lips. 

Flower has been named 

after Spitfire designer RJ 

Mitchell. The spitfire 

was the iconic Second 

World War fighter jet. 

Selected by Mr. 

Longstaff and sold it to 

raise money for the 

Cancer Research UK 

charity. John Longstaff 

is an amateur gardener 

from Northamptonshire. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

rjmitchell-

spitfire.co.uk 
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‘Storm’ Dark purple-blue flowers 

on upright panicles.  

 RHS Plant Finder; 

shootgardening.co.

uk 

 

‘Strawberry & 

Cream’ 

May also be called 

‘Strawberry Cream’. 

Large pink and cream 

flowers and attractive 

markings. Height 60-

70cm. Spread 30cm.  

Licensed to Genesis. 

thompson-

morgan.com; 

 

jparkers.co.uk 

‘Strawberry & 

Blackberry Fancy’ 

Last listed in 2011. 

No description available. 

RHS Plant Finder. 

‘Strawberry Taffy’ PP22569. Inventor 

Robert Jansen. Assigned 

to Terra Nova Nurseries, 

Inc.  

2013 Terra Nova 

catalog. 

‘Summer Bluebell’ Satin blue flowers.  Thomas & Morgan 

‘Sunburst 

Amethyst’ 

Purple flowers. 

Penstemon x mexicali. 

bluestoneperennial

s.com 

‘Sunburst Coleurs’ Mix of flower colors in 

shades of pink, red, 

lavender and purple, 

most will have white 

throats. Penstemon x 

mexicali. 

swallowtailgardens

eeds.com 

‘Sunburst Ruby’ First year flowering 

perennial with bright 

red/fuchsia with white 

throat. Penstemon x 

mexicali. 

perennialresource.c

om; 2006 APS 

Cultivar Name 

Publication. 

‘Sweet Cherry’ Large tubular red flowers 

with white eyes.  Ice 

Cream Series 

RHS Plant Finder; 

gardencentermarke

ting.com 

‘Taoensis’ This may be a subspecies 

name. 

 RHS Plant Finder 

‘Tapestry’  =P. ‘Stapleford Gem’ RHS Plant Finder;   

Cotswold Garden 

Flowers 



84    Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society Vol. 76 (2017) 

‘Tubular Bells Red’ Deep scarlet-red flowers. panamseed.com; 

2006 APS 

Publication 

‘Tubular Bells 

Wine Red’ 

Deep cerise blooms vanmeuwen.com 

‘Tubular Bells Red 

with White Throat’ 

Wine-red flowers with 

white throats. 

panamseed.com 

‘Tubular Bells 

Rose’ 

Pink flowered. panamseed.com ; 

2006 APS 

Publication  

‘Tubular Bells 

Purple’ 

Purple flowers. jardinage-

naturel.eu 

‘Twizzle’ P. barbatus. Small bell-

shaped flowers in vivid 

scarlet red color. 

Fleuroselect has awarded 

'Gold Medals 2017'. 

From Van Hemert & Co 

RHS Plant Finder; 

allthingsplants.com

; 

hortibiz.com 

‘Vanilla’ 

 

White flowers. Part of 

the Ice Cream Series. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

greenhousegrower.

com 

‘Vanilla Plum’ Purple with white center. 

Ice Cream Series. 

RHS Plant Finder; 

jerseyplantsdirect.c

om 

‘Wallington Pink’ No description available. RHS Plant Finder; 

‘Waterloo’ No description available RHS Plant Finder 

‘Watermelon 

Taffy’ 

Watermelon-pink 

blooms, with white 

center. No guidelines. 

2013 Terra Nova 

catalog. 

‘Weia’ No description available. RHS Plant FInder 

 

‘Windwalker’ Penstemon x mexicali. 

Ruby-red, tubular 

flowers with striped 

throats. 

Plant Select.  

‘Winter Star’ Blue flowers. RHS Plant Finder; 

ashcroftsperennials

.co.uk 
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‘Yapat’ = ‘Lilliput’ Bearing masses of rose - 

red flowers with a white 

throat. Height 40 cm. 

Semi-evergreen. 

Hybridized by Yates.  

PP16773. Sold by 

Proven winners 

RHS Plant Finder 
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¦ Members, please cut out and share this form with interested 

¦ friends and neighbors 

¦ 

¦ American Penstemon Society 
¦ 
¦ Dedicated to the preservation, enjoyment, culture, and 

¦ knowledge of the beautiful plants the make up the 280 species 

¦ in the genus penstemon. The Society serves as a medium of 

¦ information exchange for penstemon lovers worldwide. 

¦ 

¦ WHAT DOES APS DO? 

¦ 

¦ Publications- We publish bi-monthly newsletters and an 

¦ annual Bulletin filled with articles about recent field trips, 

¦ penstemon taxonomy and research, information on cultivating 

¦ penstemons, new book reviews, or other interesting material for 

¦ “penstemaniacs.” 

¦ 

¦ Seed exchange- Annually, members donate wild or garden 

¦ collected seeds to trade with other members. Members can 

¦ purchase this seed, of numerous common or rare species, for a 

¦ nominal fee. 

¦ 

¦ Website- www.APSdev.org is our new web-site. In addition to serving 

¦ as a communication tool for members, it includes pictures, 

¦ descriptions, and identification keys for penstemon species 

¦ species maps and locator tools, information about propagation 

¦ techniques, and many other features for the serious gardener 

¦ and plant explorer. 

¦ 

¦ Annual Meetings- Every year the Society holds an annual 

¦ meeting in a new and interesting place. In addition to interesting 

¦ presentations, the meetings are structured around field trips and 

¦ botanizing excursions, guaranteed to satisfy the plant lover in 

¦ both the amateur or professional. Generally, meeting are held 

¦ somewhere in the Intermountain West of the US where 

¦ penstemons find their native ranges. 

¦ 

¦ 

¦ 

¦ 

¦.  C
u
t 

h
er

e 
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Membership 

Application 
(Also use for renewal) 

The American Penstemon Society involves 

almost 300 penstemon aficionados world-

wide. If you love penstemons, join the 

American Penstemon Society. Dues include 

our newsletter, annual bulletin, and the annual 

seed exchange.  Dues run on a calendar basis, renewed at the first of each 

year.  

US and Canadian dues $15 US; elsewhere $20 US.  Dues for students are 

$5.  Life Membership is $150.  In addition, members may pay two years 

in advance and receive the third year free.  Please do not send cash. 

You may pay either by check or by PayPal on our website at 

www.apsdev.org.  Make checks payable to American Penstemon 

Society.  Mail to: 

Beth Corbin, Membership Secretary 

PO Box 52, Marsing, ID  83639 

If you wish to contact Dale Lindgren and/or Phoebe McFarlane, they can 

be reached at aps.membership@yahoo.com.  Please update any current 

info with new phone numbers or e-mail addresses.  Thanks for your 

enthusiastic support of the Society.  

Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone:  

E-Mail:  

We do not sell, share or distribute member data in any manner. 

"The American Penstemon Society is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. All donations 

and memberships are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Unless otherwise 

specified, no goods or services were received for this donation" 

The receipt of a newsletter or Bulletin is not considered as a "Goods".



 

Growing Penstemons:  Species, Cultivars, and Hybrids 

This book, compiled for the American Penstemon Society by Dr. Dale Lindgren and 

Ellen Wilde, contains descriptions and information on location where found, 

cultivation tips, name derivation, and classification of all the species of penstemons 

and information on many cultivars and hybrids.  In addition there are definitions and 

diagrams of basic terms used in describing penstemons, a short history of their being 

brought into cultivation, and of the American Penstemon Society.  There are 

chapters on growing and caring for them, propagation, and hybridizing.  Appendices 

give recommended penstemons for different parts of the country, lists of species by 

state, region, and in many National Parks, botanic gardens that feature penstemons, 

sources for seeds and plants, criteria for judging penstemons in flower shows, and a 

list of other sources of information on penstmons.  It may be ordered from APS 

Books and CD’s or from Infinity Publishing Co. on line at 

www.buybooksontheweb.com or toll free (877) buy book (1-877-289-2665). 

The Library 

The Penstemon Library consists of all the Bulletins of the American Penstemon 

Society published since 1946 and several studies and reproductions of articles about 

penstemons from various publications, as well as other books on penstemons.  To 

borrow or copy these materials, please contact Stephen Love, University of Idaho, 

1693 S. 2700 W., Aberdeen, ID 83210, (208) 397-4181, slove@uidaho.edu. 

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

Louise Parsons continues to handle the distribution of the following Lodewick 

publications. As per the wishes of the Lodewicks, all receipts benefit APS, 

exclusively. 

Penstemon Field Identifier. A sketchbook, illustrated by Robin, of about 260 

species. Originally reproduced and distributed as a series for APS members, this is in 

very short supply. However I have the masters and can make copies. US $12.00 

Penstemon Nomenclature, 3
rd

 Edition. 2002. Lists all known botanical names 

applied to the genus. Price reduced to US $ 3.00 

Key to the Genus Penstemon. Covers 271 penstemon species and 15 related species 

in 5 other genera. APS Lodewick Publications. US $ 9.00 

APS members may obtain Penstemon Nomenclature, 3
rd

 Edition plus Key to the 

Genus Penstemon for US $ 12.00, plus mailing costs for one publication.  

Postage Fees. US and Canada: add US $4.00 for the first publication and US $1.00 

for each for additional publication. Overseas customers: add US $5.00 for the first 

publication and US $1.00 each for additional publications. 

Make checks payable in US $ to APS and send requests to: Louise Parsons 1915 SE 

Stone St. Corvallis, OR 97333-1832. Have any questions or concerns? E-mail me at 

parsont@peak.org. 

 



 

 


